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plus automatic ringing by VERDIN 


Bronze or Electronic. Fully 
automatic ringing of entire 
bell program of church. 
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Bulletin Board 


second Summer Institute for 


—— 


‘fcom July 3 to July 14 at Maryknoll 
Ufeminary, Glen Ellyn, Illinois. Last 


Wécholarship. This year’s faculty 
“vill include Rt. Rev. Dr. Wm. L. 
Mlewton, associate editor of THE 
WRIEST; Rev. Raymond E. Brown, 
/.S., of St. Mary’s Seminary, Balti- 
Fiore; Rev. Barnabas Mary Ahern, 
/.P., of Sacred Heart Retreat, 
‘,ouisville; Rev. Avery Dulles, S.J., 
snd Rev. George Glanzman, S.J., 
Yf£ Woodstock, Md.; Rev. Bruce 
Vawter, C.M., of St. Thomas Col- 
fege, Denver; and Rev. Richard F. 
mith, S.J., of St. Mary’s College, 
afcansas. 

| Each week of the Institute is 
jomplete in itself and priests may 
s\egister either for both weeks or 


i In the Divine Praises, the in- 
s ocation to the Precious Blood now 
jy omes right after the invocation 
do the Sacred Heart. Then, sum- 
Mnarizing all, comes the Most Holy 
“ij;acrament of the Altar. 


the Sacred Heart Retreat House 
jiear Denver, has recorded a series 


priests will be held this year- 


YOU need this practical 


Portable Sick Call Set 


for these reasons 
@ 


Designed by a priest for use in 
hospitals, homes and emergencies. 
Ideal for Communion calls and 
administering the Last Rites. 
Tough, attractive leatherette fab- 
ric covers Sacra-Kit’s durable wood 
construction. Velvet lined. Last for 
years but won’t show its age! 
Compact: 114%4x10¥%"'x4” overall. 
Pull-out drawer provides instant 
access to your Ritual and stole, 
plus purificator, cotton receptacles 
and other sick call needs. 
Complete with removable crucifix, 
two glass-enclosed candles, excilus- 
ive design spill-proof ablution cup, 
linen cloth and holy water bottle 
. EVERYTHING you need ai- 
ways at your fingertips! 
Satisfaction guaranteed! 


ideal gift for priests anytime! 


only $30.95 complete 
F.0.B. MINNEAPOLIS 
or order from your local 
church goods dealer 
— MFG. BY 


L. A. CALHOUN CO. 


4020 ELLIOT AVENUE 
MINNEAPOLIS 7, MINNESOTA 
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of 15 meditations under the title 
“So Little Time” on eight 12-inch 
LP Hi-Fi records. The album (or 
magnetic tape, if preferred), comes 
at $14.95 and may be had from the 
Sacred Heart Retreat Foundation, 
P.O. Box 9264, Denver 20, Colo- 
rado. Profits from the enterprise 
are being donated to the Founda- 
tion. 


One of our readers is looking 
for an old copy of “Lambert’s 
Reply to Ingersoll.” (It certainly 
would be old!) Also, “Can I Stay 
Where I Am?” and “Was Sr. Aidan 
an Anglican?” — pamphlets from 
the press of the English Catholic 
Truth Society. Replies received by 
the editors will be forwarded to 
the enquirer. 


STERLING => 


For Your Information 


CCORDING to NCWC News 
Service, the Morning Tele- 
graph of New York City, (Decem- 
ber 19, 1960) carried a “Letter 
from Collie Knox” column date- 
lined London, England, saying that 
Abraham Carmel, a_ convert to 
Judaism who had been a Catholic 
priest, had written a book about 
his experience. It said the book 
is entitled “So Strange My Path”; 
that it will be published in New 
York on January 31, 1961, and 
that the author would make a lec- 
ture tour in the United States and 
Canada, opening in New York, 
presumably near the same time. 
Inquiries made by the News 
Service both in New York and in 
several parts of Great Britain 
have elicited the following infor- 
mation: 
A book entitled “So Strange My 


SILVER 


CHALICES 


Beautiful artistry and skilled workmanship give dis- 
tinction to each Chalice in Shreve’s extensive selection. 
Prices (including paten and case) range from $125. 


SHREVE’S “x anciscos 


Established 1852 


Write for our 
Catalog 
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your tabernacle 


from profanation 


18, ser eee The RCT Ee zee: 


envisible wall 
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Honeywell’s new Security System will 
surround your altar with an invisible 
wall of electronic signals. Anyone 
passing through this wall will auto- 
matically set off alarms—in the nave 
to frighten the intruder away; in the 
church office or rectory to notify the 
person in charge; and at the local 
police station if desired. During your 
church services, of course, the system 
is turned off. 

Besides protecting the Blessed 
§ Sacrament, the new Honeywell Secu- 
i rity System protects all other valu- 
4 ables on the altar. The installation of 


i} 
1 


3 
h 


) MINNEAPOLIS- HONEYWELL 


| Name 


Church 
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Now you can protect 


with Honeywell’s 


| Dept. PC-4-50, Minneapolis 8, Minnesota 
| Gentlemen: Please rush me literature on your new Security System. 


the system is simple and noequipment 
is visible. 

For further information, call your 
nearby Honeywell office. Or, mail 


the coupon below. In Canada, 
address Honeywell Controls, 
Limited, Toronto 17, Ontario. Sales 
and service offices in all principal cities of 


the world. 


Honeywell 


1865 


Title. 
Address 


yee ee State 
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Path” has been published in Lon- 
lon and is expected to be pub- 
lished in New York. The publisher 
has been identified as Walter 
Shappiro, a_ successful American 
business man who has gone into 
the publishing field “primarily” 
to get out this one book. 

The author of the book is Abra- 
ham Carmel. He was born Kenneth 
Charles Cox, of English parents, 
in London, in 1911. He was 
brought up an Anglican, and ap- 
pears to have studied Buddhism 
and Mohammedanism before en- 
tering the Catholic Church. He 
eventually studied for the priest- 
hood and was ordained in 1943. 
Because this was the time of 
World War II, and a period of 
great stress and upheaval in Great 
Britain, News Service inquiries 


have not yet established what 
seminary he attended. 

He became a curate at St. 
David’s church, Dalkeith, Sterling- 
shire, Scotland, in the Archdio- 
cese of St. Andrew and Edin- 
burgh. He left the Church in 1951, 
presumably after a disagreement 
with his Ordinary, the late Arch- 
bishop Andrew McDonald, O.S.B. 
A priest of the Archdiocese of St. 
Andrew and Edinburgh recalled 
Father Cox as one who “was both 
a very unsettled person and very 
unsettling to others.” In his book, 
he is said to state that he was 
suspended for extending his youth 
work to those outside the Church. 

His departure from the Church 
attracted very little attention at 
the time in England. 

He became a Jew, an ardent 
Zionist, and a teacher at Carmel 
College, Mongewell Park, near 
Berkshire, some 30) 


Wallingord, 


with extraodinary success. 
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TIRELESS VOICE 


“Puritas Vocalium Secum Fert Usum Vocis Liberum” 


The most effective method known to build resonont voice 
and avoid throat irritation is the “Vowel purity” technique 
which we have taught 15 years in California Seminaries 


Complete method explained in one two-hour tape record- 
ing. Lecture briefs, pictures and tape at total cost of $25.00. | 
Information free on request. 


Henry Philip Schuler, Gregorian School of Sacred Eloquence 
235 South Ardmore Ave., Los Angeles 4, California 


(St. Gregory, the Great) 
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funny 


place 


to start 


a church 


CeiteGE 


Yet more successful church campaigns begin here than 


] at any other source. 


' By pastors who write to Lawson Associates, of course. 
§ Twice written up in L;OSSERVATORE ROMANO for Lead- 
i] ership in Catholic Finances! 


LAWSON ASSOCIATES. 


Home Office: 
53 North Park Avenue, Rockville Centre, New York, Rockville Centre 6-8000 


§ 3545 Lindell Boulevard 
' St. Louis, Missouri 
| Jefferson 5-6022 


1430 West Monroe Street 
} Jacksonville 2, Florida 
Elgin 3-3226 


Branches: 


24 North Wabash Avenue 
Chicago 2, Illinois 
Financial 6-4504 


2015 J Street 
Sacramento 14, California 
Hickory 6-5759 


101 Jones Building 
Seattle, Washington 
Mutual 2-3691 


624-736 Granville Street 
Vancouver, B. C. 
Mutual 4-2618 


“KINGS KUFFS” 


Half sleeves for use 
by Clergy, Brothers, 
and Seminarians. 


Used under Suit Coat 
with T-Shirt. 


WASHABLE 


Made of fine: 
white cotton fabric. 
French cuff style. 


Me PA Po 
“ % Po 


Order From 


REGIS HIGH SCHOOL 


Homemakers Dept. D. 
2100 Fenwick Ave., 
Eau Claire, Wis. 


Sree oa 


Sales Price 


Six sets 
Delivered. 
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miles west of London. This had 
been set up in 1948 as a Jewish 
public (fee-paying) secondary 
school for boys by Rabbi Kopul 
Rosen. He has lately been in Is- 
rael and may be there at this 
time, but is expected to return 
soon to England and then to come 
to the United States. 


He is not a rabbi and he is 
not married, Rabbi Rosen said. 


Asked why Cox had chosen the 
name of Carmel, which is. the 
same as the college, Rabbi Rosen 
said he thought it was for Cox to 
answer such questions. He added 
that this is all put down in the 
book. 


* * * 


The Holy See has issued a per- 
sonal interdict against a French 
priest who has been claiming 
special revelations from God and 
has been leading devotions to a 
“bleeding” statue of the Sacred 
Heart. 


The decree of the Sacred Con- 
gregation of the Holy Office, the 
Church’s watchdog of faith and 
morals, said Father Michele Collin 
“has continued to persevere in 
disobedience and has not desisted 
from promoting forms of devotion 
and of worship not approved and 
even prohibited, deceiving the 
faithful and provoking public 
scandal.” 


The decree was published on. 
the front page of L’Osservatore 
Romano, Vatican City’s daily news- 


paper. : 

The interdict under’ which 
Father Collin has been put is a 
special limited form, interdict 
“from entering a church,” which 
forbids him to celebrate divine 


offices in church, to assist at them 
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New Books for All Priests 


THE LAW OF CHRIST 


Moral Theology for Priests and Laity 
Volume I: General Moral Theology 
by Bernard Haring, C.S.S.R-- Translated by Edwin G. Kaiser, 


C.PP.S., S.T.D. A new and rich approach to moral theology 
4 — hailed by European reviews as one of the most outstand- 
i ing works produced in this field in decades. Now, in this 
{ first English translation. Fr. Haring furnishes us with an 
; insight into the problems of our private and public lives, 
problems which can be solved by an earnest study of the 
law of Christ. $8.50 


SECRETS OF SUCCESSFUL RECRUITING 


| by Godfrey Poage, C.P., A leader in the field of vocational guidance 
presents the principles and methods of religious recruiting, to- 
gether with their successful application as learned from America’s 
best diocesan and religious directors and counsellors. 3. 


THE LINEN BANDS 


‘| by Raymond Roseliep. A distinguished selection of fifty poems by 
‘| a priest-poet whose work has appeared in several publications, 
! both Catholic and secular. Father Roseliep “is a poet to savor 


and one for whose future we will keep vigil.” — from the Preface 
by John Logan $3.50 


q 

| 

a 

i 

ROME AND THE VERNACULAR 

“| by Angelus DeMarco, O.F.M. Relying on historical sources, Father 

‘| DeMarco dicusses the use of the vernacular in the Western rites 

'| of the Catholic Church. His vigorous study provides ample evi- 

'| dence that the use of the vernacular in the liturgy will by no 

| means panes the essentials of the Sacrifice as instituted by 
$3.25 


FATHER FABER 


‘| by Ronald Chapman. A new landmark in Catholic biography. The 
L author makes use of all the previously unpublished material 
concerning Father Faber and includes the story of Faber’s re- 
lationship and final break with Cardinal Newman. Illustrated. $5.95 


Wherever good books are sold 


THE NEWMAN PRESS 


i Westminster, Maryland 
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there, and to receive church bur- 
ial. 

In September, Bishop Emile 
Pirolley of Nancy excommunicated 
Father Collin and two other 
priests for disobedience, teaching 
false doctrines and organizing 
superstitious ceremonies. 

Father Collin is a former mem- 
ber of the Priests of the Sacred 
Heart. He was reduced to the lay 
state in 1951 for various violations 
of canon law. 


Lady Chatterley’s 
Horse 


De Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover in the London Tablet, 
Douglas Woodruff recalls a French 
film of the book shown before the 
war, at which he alleges the fol- 
lowing remark was overheard: 


“T thought it shocking. That 
wretched woman meets her game- 
keeper when she is riding through 
the woods. They take shelter in 
his cottage, and the poor horse is 
left outside standing in the rain. 
Have people no consciences?” 


The Faith 
in Northern Italy 


(@ oe 10 per cent of the people 
of the Piedmont area in 
northern Italy can be classed as 
“fervent Catholics,’ it was esti- 
mated by the 18 Bishops who met 
last fall in a regional conference 
at Turin. 


According to NC-News, the Bish- 
ops estimated that only 300,000 
out of the area’s three million 
people are Catholics in the full 
sense of the word. Another 300,- 
000 are avowed enemies of the 
Church, the Bishops reported. 


In between there are 80 per 
cent of the people who are indif- 
ferent to the Church and religious 
life. It is in this area that mem- 
bers of Catholic Action are called 
on to work. 

The Piedmont hierarchy said 
that Catholic Action members 
must undertake a “missionary” 
apostolate to reach areas where 
priests may not enter. 


During the conference it was 
announced that religious voca- 
tions in the area have for the 
first time in several years shown 
an increase rather than a de- 
crease. Three years ago there 


1700 WALNUT STREET / 


CONFESSIONAL 


The PREMIERE OF AIDS becoming 
favorably known to priests throughout 
the Nation because of real service to 
the hard of hearing and convenience to 
the priest when in the confessional. 

Serves both sides of a double confes- 
sional. Under full control of the priest 
who may sit back comfortably while 
addressing penitent by hand Micro- 
phone. Fully automatic switch directs 
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-——MICROSOUND 


Has the only successful connection to aid the Priest with hearing loss. 


BERKLEY 9, CALIFORNIA 


HEARING AIDS 


sound from side to side by simply 
closing of the slide. 

Has distinct clear tone. May converse 
in whispers, no loud talking back and 
forth. Softly lighted receivers eliminates 
groping by penitent. Miscrosound is no 
experiment; has given years of service 
at almost no service cost. We pay ship- 
ping costs. 
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.)) Chaplains 


[) Confessors to religious women 


.) Directors of religious women 


Now available in English 


CANON LAW 
FOR RELIGIOUS 
WOMEN 


Translated and adapted for American usage 


by Kevin O’Rourke, O.P., Professor of Canon Law, 
Mt. St. Bernard Seminary, Dubuque, lowa 


For the many priests engaged in the direction of religious 
women, this new translation of a classic work on the 
canons affecting religious women will prove an_ indis- 
pensable aid. 


Previously available only in the Italian and French 
editions, it is now adapted for American usage and 
brought completely up to date in accord with the latest 
papal pronouncements. The style is simple and orderly, 
ensuring ease of use for priests serving as chaplains, 
directors and confessors of religious women, as well as 
nuns and sisters themselves. Detailed table of contents 
and indices provide easy reference. 360 pp. $4.95 


College Texts in Theology, True Wisdom for Every Maner 


GOD AND HIS CREATION tan CHRISTIAN LIFE 
Murphy-Donlan-Reidy-Cunningham . B. Cunaingham, Editor 
534 pp. $4.95 824 pp. $5.95 


CHRIST, AND HIS TOWARD MARRIAGE IN 
SACRAMENTS CHRIST 
Donlan-Cunningham-Rock Donlan-Cunningham-Rock 
630 pp. $4.95 200 pp. $1.50 paperbound 


These volumes offer you the basic wisdom of Catholicism. The three hard- 
cover volumes constitute a basic synthesis developed according to the 
orderly plan of St. Thomas. Excellent as a review for priests and 
seminarians, for sermon material, instructions and study clubs. Re- 
serve your copies now. 


NOTE: All books advertised less 20% 
to readers of THE PRIEST 


THE PRIORY PRESS Asbury Road, Dubuque, Iowa 
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ideal gifts to 


your Seminarians... 


CHRIST in the 
SEMINARIAN 


A new OSV book by Father Rich- 
ard Klaver, Spiritual Director of 
Our Lady of the Lake Seminary. 
Father Klaver’s many years of ex- 
erience and sincere interest in 
elping seminarians to reach spir- 
itual maturity have produced this 
176-page book which will greatly 
help all young men preparing for 
the priesthood. 


CHRIST IN THE SEMINARIAN 
is a book our seminarians will en- 
joy reading and will find helpful 
throughout their seminary train- 
ing. Btshop Pursley recommends 
this book highly in the Introduct- 
ion. Surely, this informative and 
inspiring book will be a most ap- 
preciated remembrance. 


$1.50 per copy 
(ORDER BOOK No. 776) 


ORDER FROM 


Our Sunday Visitor Inc. 


HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 
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were 100 more priests in the area 
than there are today. 

The Bishops further discussed 
the possibility of opening a semi- 
nary for late vocations. About 150 
lawyers, teachers and _ business- 
men have entered religious life in 
recent years, it was reported. 


MDV Goes ‘Dialogue’ 


My Datny VIsiror, now in its 
fifth year of publication, is current- 
ly implementing the first degree 
of participation in the Mass out- 
lined by Pope Pius XII in Septem- 
ber, 1958. 

A _ sister-publication of 
Priest, My DatLy VisiITor, is a 
monthly periodical, vest-pocket 
size, comprising a page of inspira- 
tional reading for each day, plus 
the Missal for each Sunday of the 
month. At $2.00 a year, it is ideal 
for shut-ins. 

But the new format, started in 
January, puts the responses to be 
made by the people in boldface, 
thus equipping them to join with 
congregations who have perhaps 
already made a beginning with the 
Dialogue Mass. 

For a sample copy of My DaILty 
VisiToR, write to Huntington, Indi- 
ana. 


THE 


Meaning No Disrespect... 


N the establishment of a Catho- 
lic diocese in Australia some 
time in the 1880’s, we read in The 
Irish Digest, the new bishop, good 
Irishman though he was, was rath- 
er dismayed to find that almost 
every church had been named af- 
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THE BOOKLET YOU NEED FOR THE 
CHURCH’S PRESCRIBED 


PENTECOST NOVENA 


MAY 12-20 


Booklet complete with 
e@ Brief Meditation and prayer for each day 
e@ Act of Consecration to the Holy Ghost 
@ Prayer for the Seven Gifts 


Singles copy= 2.344 StL 0 
Per de@zen: ::2:..- 22h csc 1.00 
Per hundred ................. 7.00 
Per thousand ................ 65.00 
Postage additional 


Also available: 
6-page novena leaflet 


PRAYERS FOR 
OUR DAILY NEEDS 


Leaflet contains Act of Con- 
secration and Prayer for the 
Seven Gifts 


Per hundred —_............... $1.00 


In lots of 500 or more: 80c 
per hundred. Postage addi- 
tional. 
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Order today from: 


Publication Offi 
May we recommend that you make cation Office 


The Success Of The Holy Ghost F athers 
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Second Vatican Council 
1615 Manchester Lane, N.W. 
! 
1 
1 
1 


the novena’s special intention 4 
Washington 11, D.C. 
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ter St. Patrick. This was probably 
due to the fact that his flock were 
scattered settlers, living apart over 
a wide area. Consequently, there 
was little or no parochial contact. 

The bishop decided to remedy 
matters. A few months after his 
appointment, he summoned a 
special meeting in an important 
new town, and announced the 
foundation of a new church. Then 
he added, by way of a tactful af- 
ter-thought: “It will be dedicated 
to St. Athanasius.” 


There was a tense, echoing 
stillness, that lasted for some 
minutes. The bishop was begin- 


ning to look embarrassed. Then a 


voice was heard saying: “Can I 
ask a question?” 
“Certainly — that’s what you 


are here for,” said the bishop. 


13th Annual Offering 


“Well, Sir, meanin’ no_ disre- 
spect, but me and the lads down 
here would like to know what St. 
Athanasius ever done for Ireland!” 


What Would You 
Tell Him? 


A layman expresses his particu- 
lar problem as follows: 

“In our parish we are com- 
pelled to subscribe to the diocesan 
newspaper. If we fail to subscribe, 
our parish must pay for the sub- 
scription anyway so consequently 
the parishioner is paying for it in 
the end. However, it is not the 
compulsion to which I object. It is 
the editorial point of view that 
unnerves me. 

“Our paper presents an extreme 
conservative stand and I happen to 
be an extreme liberal. My ques- 


Pre-Seminary Latin 


Concentrated and Accelerated Study 
June 19 — August 2 


@ ELEMENTARY LATIN 
® INTERMEDIATE LATIN 


(First and Second Year) 
(Third and Fourth Year: 


Emphasis on Reading Ecclesiastical Latin) 
@® Special Methods for Seminary Instructors 


(June 19-jJuly 14) 


Classroom training six days a week supplemented by per- 
sonal supervision of trained Jesuits in courses specially adapted 
to the needs of seminarians and pre-seminarians. 

Students are housed in double rooms on campus amid un- 
usually comfortable surroundings for summer study. 


@ GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS ALSO AVAILABLE. 
For descriptive brochures, write to: 
CLASSICS DEPARTMENT 
JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY, Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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ALL-PURPOSE, IMPROVED 


OFFERING BOX 


IN USE IN OVER JO@OO CATHOLIC CHURCHES 
THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES 


MOVEABLE OR FIXED 


Simple Adjustment Built-In Lock 
Re-inforced Door 
re : 
THE 
SILENT USHER 
SEAT OFFERING Sex 
is OFFERING 


Many Pastors are using 
these boxes and report that 
the people take to them 
READILY—No Revenve Loss. 


* 


No worry about ushers 
not showing-up on time. 


* OFFERING 
No need to provide poe 
change. 
* . 
They eliminate unsightly PAMPHLET 
tobles. OFFERING 


* 


They get the “Money- 
changers out of the temple”. 


STURDY STEEL 


47" high, 5” deep, 744” wide. 


BUILDING 
FUND 
OFFERING 


OFFERING 


VERSATILE 
Comes With 8 Self-Storing 
Interchangeable Signs 


* 
FOR USE AS 
1. POOR BOX— 
A penny a day for the 


poor. « 


2. OFFERING— 
For Flowers. 


3. OFFERING— 
Christmas Crib, Venera- 
tion on Good Friday, ete. 
4. PAMPHLET OFFERING 
5. VIGIL LIGHT OFFERING 
6. BUILDING FUND 


7. MISSION OFFERING 


RECEIVES 
ENVELOPES 


These Boxes May Be Emptied after Services and Stored 


THUS DEFEATING THIEVES AND AVOIDING THE COSTLY DAMACE THEY CAUSE 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


THESE COOD- LOOKING, STURDY STEEL. APPEALING, VERSATILE BOXES~ 
COST A FRACTION OF THE OLD TYPE 


® ORDER OF ORDER OF 
BEAUTIFULLY ' 2 
PROPORTIONED $30.00 $28.00 
e EACH EACH 


CITADEL 
SUPPLY 


CHICAGO 80, ILLINOIS 


P.O. BOX 5639 
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ORDER OF 
3 of more 


$25.00 


EACH 


PERFECT LINES 
BEAUTIFULLY BRONZED 
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tion is considered either prodigi- 
ously difficult to answer or too 
foolish to bother with, but I con- 
sider it honest, simple, and sin- 
cere. It is this: 

“Tt is within the province of any 
publication to editorialize its par- 
ticular political and economic 
philosophy without allowing equal 
space for the expression of an op- 
posing view so long as there is no 
obligation on the part of the con- 
sumer to subscribe. But is it not 
unjust to make me support, direct- 
ly or indirectly, a newspaper that 
holds a view radically different 
from my own? 

“J have received no answer at 
all from our archbishop; a go-away- 
you-sort-of-bother-me answer from 
the chancery, and a very nice but- 


not-an-answer reply from _ our 
parish priest.” 

Frankly, we did not know how 
to answer this gentleman, but we 
promised that we would submit his 
problem to the readership of THE 
Priest and let him know the con- 
sensus of your opinion. 

We wish you would write freely 
and for publication, under a 
pseudonym if you would feel more 
at ease that way. The case is so 
heavily disguised, however, that 
you could not possibly guess the 
principals concerned, so there need 
be no fear of embarrassment. 


Witchcraft 
in Our Time? 


CCORDING to NC-News, an 


English priest has asserted 
that witches still practice their 
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sound way to cut 
maintenance costs 


See our representative . .. the Man 
Behind the Huntington Drum. He has 
solutions for your maintenance prob- 
lems that can reduce labor costs and 
save you money. His experience is 
backed by a company which has de- 
voted more than 40 years to testing 
and developing good products for bet- 
ter maintenance and sanitation. 


HUNTINGTON & LABORATORIES 
HUNTINGTON, INDIANA wy 
Philadelphia 35 ‘ In Canada: Toronto 2 
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Sacred Heart Retreat House for Priests 
CONDUCTED BY THE JESUIT FATHERS 


Located at Auriesville, N.Y., on the grounds of the National Shrine 
of the North American Martyrs in the Diocese of Albany, N.Y. 


This Retreat House, now in its 23rd year, is exclusively for Priests. 
The only requisites of an applicant are: that: he be a Priest in good standing 
and that he have the permission of his Ordinary or Religious Superior. 


All Retreats are CLOSED in the full sense of that term. There are 
no recreation periods and necessary silence is observed at all times. All 
are Group Retreats given only on the scheduled dates below by Jesuit Retreat 
Masters. Ample opportunity is given for prayerful and private meditation; 
facilities are provided for each Priest to celebrate the Holy Sacrifice daily. 


There is no set fee. Any offering is acceptable. Any Priest unable to 
make an offering is welcome as our guest. Retreats are five days in length 
and begin on Sunday evenings at 9:00 p.m. and close on Friday afternoons 
at 3:00 p.m. 


To reach Auriesville: VIA RAILROAD: N.Y. Central to Amsterdam; 
VIA PLANE: To Albany-Schenectady Airport, use Airport Limousine Service 
to Van Curler Hotel in Schenectady; VIA AUTO: New York State Thruway 
to Fultonville, exit No. 28 (from the West); to Amsterdam, exit No. 27 
(from the East). 


SCHEDULE OF PRIEST’S RETREATS: Apr. 9 to Dec. 8, 1961 


le- Retreat Masters Re- Retreat Masters 
treat | Begins Closes (All Priests of treat | Begins Closes (All Priests of 
No. |9:00 p.m. |3:00 p.m. | The Society of Jesus) No. |9:00 p.m. |3:00 p.m. | The Society of Jesus) 
1 | April 9 | April 14 | Raymond R. Goggin, S.J. 18 | Aug. 6] Aug. 11 | Edward Brueggeman, S.J. 
2 | April 16 | Apri! 21 | Vin. A. McCormick, S.J. 19 | Aug. 13 | Aug. 18 | James E. Risk, S.J. 
3 | April 23 | April 28 | John J. Brady, S.J. 20 | Aug. 20] Aug. 25 | Raymond J. Cotter, S.J. 
4 | April 30| May 5 | John J. McKeaney, S.J. 21 | Aug. 27 | Sept. 1 | Thomas A. Burke, S.J. 
5 | May 7 | May 12'| Robert P. Phalen, S.J. 22 | Sept. 3 | Sept. 8 | Vincent de P. Hayes, S.J. 
6 | May 14]! May 19 | Patrick F. Murray, S.J. 23 | Sept. 10 | Sept. 15 | Charles F. X. Dolan, S.J. 
7 | May 21] May 26 | Louis A. Wheeler, S.J. 24 | Sept. 17 Sept. 22 | Charles G. Herzog, S.J. 
8 | May 28] June 2 | Louis A. Wheeler, S.J. 25 | Sept. 24 | Sept. 29 | Charles G. Herzog, S.J. 
9 | June 4] June 9 | Joseph S. Dinneen, S.J.’ 26 | Oct. 1] Oct. 6 | Felix F. Talbot, S.J. 
10 | June 11] June 16 | William E. Welsh, S.J. 27 | Oct. & | Oct. 13 | Felix F. Talbot, S.J. 
11 | June 18] June 23 | Lewis M. Cox, S.J. 28 | Oct. 15 | Oct. 20 John A. Hughes, S.J. 
12 | June 25) June 30 | Edward P. Higgins, S.J. 29 | Oct. 22 | Oct. 27 | John Havas, S.J. 
13 | July 21] July 7 | Gerard F. Knoepfel, S.J. 30 | Noy. 5] Nov. 10] Vincent P..McCorry, S.J. 
14 | July 9 | July 14 | Gerard F. Knoepfel, S.J. 31 | Nov. 12] Nov. 17 | William A. Donaghy, S.J. 
15 | July 16 | July 21 | Raymond W. Schouten, S.J. 32 | Nov. 26] Dec. 1 | William A. Donaghy, S.J. 
16 | July 23 | July 28 | Leo A. Dore, S.J. 33 | Dec. 3| Dec. 8 | William J. Schlaerth, S.J. 
17 | July 30 | Aug. 4 | Leo A. Dore, S.J. 


ALL RETREATS IN 1961 ARE FIVE (5). DAYS IN LENGTH. 


For further information, schedules & reservation cards, address: 
REV. WILLIAM J. SCHLAERTH, S.J., Director of Retreats 
SACRED HEART RETREAT HOUSE 
AURIESVILLE, NEW. YORK PHONE: Fonda 3-738] 
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craft in modern England. But 
Father Joseph Christie, S.J., said 
that no “self-respecting” witch 
wants to associate with evil and 
that many witches “are attractive 


young people.” 

Father Christie said a year of 
research and interviews had in- 
dicated that most witches do not 
use their “powers” for evil pur- 
poses. He defined witches as people 
who use charms and incantations 
to try to influence people or 
events. 

Father Christie has taught and 
lectured extensively in the United 
States. 

That reminds us of the occasion 
a few years ago in London when 
we invited a prominent Catholic 
journalist, a layman, to tea at our 
hotel. Among topics discussed for 
possible treatment -in feature 
articles, we finally got around to 
diabolism. The man’s face brighten- 
ed. 

“Splendid!” he exclaimed. “I 
happen to be an authority on that 
subject.” 

“So?” we ventured cautiously. 

“Ves. As a matter of fact, the 
woman next door to us is possessed 
by the Devil, and she can turn her- 
self into a big black cat at will.” 

Well, so far as we were con- 
cerned, the interview ended at that 
point. He went on to speak of 
King Edward VIII having been — 
literally — bewitched at the time 
of his abdication. We exchanged a 
few more pleasantries, but the 
journalist had completely shatter- 
ed our confidence in his judgment. 

He is still writing, however, and 
his articles are prominently dis- 
played in one of England’s major 
Catholic papers. Then along comes 
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a remark such as that of Father 
Christie and it makes one wonder. 
Were we guilty of rash judg- 
ment? Are such things actually 
happening in this day and age? 


Odds & Ends 


APAN’S top non-fiction best-sell- 
ing book for 1960 was the Bible. 
Sales of the Scriptures totaled 
1,886,909 for the year. Only the 
United States surpasses Japan in 
distribution of the Scriptures. 


The London Observer reports 
that more than two million copies 
of the four Gospels in 65 African 
languages have been ordered from 
the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety in London as part of the 
campaign to distribute the Bible 
as widely as possible in Africa dur- 
ing 1961. 

The complexity of distributing 
the Bible in Africa lies largely in 
the 320 different languages. Trans- 
lation usually begins with either 
St. Mark’s or St. John’s Gospel 
and then with the Psalms, and 
only after a considerable period 
is the whole Bible translated. 

Orthography and its changes is 
another problem for Bible trans- 
lators in Africa. The new govern- 
ments are nearly all revising their 
standards and style in the ver- 
nacular languages which, if not 
complied with, will make the 
Bible look an out-of-date book as 
the younger generation learns the 
new ways. 


Apparently, anthropophagy still 
remains a very real problem in 
Africa. We read that the President 
of the newly independent country 
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[ [N 1957 the US. Supreme 


Court handed down a decis- 
ion in the Roth-Alberts case 
which James Jackson Kilpat- 


' rick, in The Smut Peddlers, 
' calls ‘fone of its landmark de- 
' cisions.” Mr. Justice Brennan 


delivered the opinion that a 


i book is obscene if, in the judg- 
ment of the average person ap- 
/ plying contemporary commun- 


ity standards, the dominant 
theme of the material when 
taken as a whole appeals to 
interest. As a_ safe- 


“all ideas having even the 


» slightest redeeming social im- 


portance — unorthodox ideas, 
controversial ideas, even ideas 
hateful to the prevailing clim- 
ate of opinion — have the full 
protection of the guarantees 
(of free speech), unless exclud- 
able because they encroach up- 
on the limited area of more im- 
portant interest.” 


This, it would seem, is about 
as far as one can go in regulat- 
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ing the press in this tangled 
question of defining obscenity. 
Yet the opinion would strike 
one as mild and broad and 
hardly to be questioned. It 
meant simply that “obscenity 
is not within the area of con- 
stitutionally protected speech 
or press.” 


Surprisingly it met with con- 
siderable opposition and was it- 
self not the result of a unan- 
imous judgment on the Court’s 
part. Kilpatrick summarizes the 
nature of the opposition under 
five heads: that censorship vi- 
olates the principle of freedom 
of the press and deprives the 
American people of their con- 
sequent freedom to read; that 
statutes attempting to impose 
censorship are invalid on oth- 
er grounds as being vague, in- 
consistent and incapable of en- 
forcement save by arbitrary ac- 
tion; that, if precise statutes 
were draftable, censorship rep- 
resents an unwarranted attempt 
to regulate other people’s mor- 
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als and this without reason 
since no causal relationship has 
ever been established between 
obscene literature and delin- 
quency; that censorship defeats 
its own purpose in making ob- 
scene material so much more 
desirable; and, lastly, that the 
remedy lies rather in education, 
parental guidance and freedom 
to learn. 


The average responsible cit- 
izen, we are inclined to think, 
would tend to reverse Mr. Kil- 
patrick’s order were he to set 
about meeting these objections. 
He would, first of all, pretty 
well agree with this last point 
and be insistent upon the need 
of education and guidance. The 
policy of the NODL, as we view 
it, is largely a positive one, a 
program stressing education 
and calling for guidance, pro- 
viding also practical helps in 
this regard by judging books 
and literature expertly itself. 
Certainly few of us would dare 
to undertake the thankless job 
of wading through oceans of 
filth so that others may escape 
them. 


Role of Education 


Further, it will be recogniz- 
ed by priests, teachers, and ed- 
ucators that parents do fall 
down in the matter of exercis- 
ing their authority. They eith- 
er do not know or do not care 
what their children are read- 
ing. The NODL is also greatly 
concerned with the duties of 
parents to provide decent liter- 
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ature as a substitute. But the 
nub of the problem is the sec- 
recy that surrounds pornogra- 
phy. Young people fascinated 
by the revelation of a new lurid 
world of sex become furtive 
and secretive and are not eas- 
ily found out unless the home 
degenerates into a little police 
state. The saving role of educa- 
tion is easily overdone. It is 
easy to write, as the librarians 
and publishers wrote in a state- 
ment in 1953, that ‘“Parents and 
teachers have a _ responsibility 
to prepare the young to meet 
the diversity of experiences of 
life to which they will be ex- 
posed, as they have a respons- 
ibility to help them learn to 
think critically for themselves.” 
Granted. But isn’t this largely 
platitudinous and quite irrelev- 
ant here? 


There is, indeed, an element 
of truth in the contention of the 
“broadminded” that censorship 
tends to make obscene material 
the more desirable. The tag 
“banned in Boston,” so fre- 
quently derided, has undoubt- 
edly helped publicize and sell 
many a book. But note, too, the 
easy availability of such ma- 
terial. What the censor has in 
mind is the firm and effective 
purpose of eliminating the ma- 
terial itself or of making it ex- 
tremely difficult to come by. 
Such censorship is, indeed, ef- 
fective, as experience testifies, 
say, in the case of the local 
drugstore, where members of 
the community check the book 
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& and magazine racks. It can cer- 
+ tainly be effective on the na- 


8 tional scene. The trouble is that 


Jin view of legal loop holes and 
j public apathy, it has not been 
fi tried. There is too much con- 
i fusion in people’s minds and 
® psuedo-intellectuals have brain- 


+ washed them into a false sense 
jof shame or have weakened 


% their resolution by throwing an 
i) aura of embarrassment over the 
? whole question. 
‘Lady Psychologists’ 

' What we must do is focus 
ithe strong light of common 
f@ sense on the issue. Censorship, 
7 in principle, is not a luxury but 
7a need. The need is evidenced 
7 by the testimony of those best 
$ acquainted with the facts, and 
6 not theories of crime. The con- 
@tentions of criminal psychia- 
© trists, of law enforcement ag- 
f ents are not easily assailed. Yet 
) they are unanimous in decrying 
i the eviis of pornography. Dr. 
} Benjamin Karpman, chief psy- 
i chotherapist of St. Elizabeth’s 
| Hospital in Washington, D.C., 
£ testified that he found ‘‘a very 
i direct relationship between ju- 
) venile delinquency, sex life, and 
; pornographic literature.” Said 
| William Peerson, dean of dis- 
} cipline at Haaren High School 
' in New York, when questioned 
| about material he had confis- 
} cated among two thousand male 

students, ‘“‘there is definitely a 
} connection between the juven- 
ile delinquency rate and the 
| reading of this material.” Dr. 
| M. A. Tarumianz, state psychi- 
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atrist, testified in a Delaware 
trial in 1952 about the effects 
of obscene movies, “I have 
found that such films are not 
only detrimental to the youth 
but to any human being who 
has normal endowments and is 
not peculiarly psychopathically 
inclined.” The list of quotations 
could be drawn out indefinitely 
from J. Edgar Hoover down to 
the police chief of your home 
town. It would in fact be futile 
were there not allegations on 
the other side. But just here 
Mr. Kilpatrick makes the tell- 
ing observation, “my research- 
es in recent months persuade 
me that most of the experts on 
the literati side are academic- 
ians, lady psychologists, book 
publishers, and lawyers of the 
ACLU; and most of the experts 
on the side of the Philistines are 
juvenile judges, criminal psy- 
chiatrists and cops.” 


Worthy of more weighty con- 
sideration by far is the conten- 
tion of the same “literati” that 
obscenity is a vague term, sus- 
ceptible of arbitrary definition 
and denotation and hence that 
censorship may become capri- 
cious. 


We willingly confess that we 
are ourselves sensitive to the 
charge. We cannot, for example, 
agree with the action of Irish 
censors in blacklisting such a 
work as Dr. Halliday Suther- 
land’s study on marriage. We 
have sometimes disagreed in a 
particular instance with judg- 
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ments of various boards of cen- 
sors. One is not often guided 
by absolutes in such matters 
nor can one allow the censor 
to slip on the robe of personal 
infallibility. What is function- 
ing (or mal-functioning) is on- 
ly too likely to be highly per- 
sonal fallibility. With Judge 
Harlan we are in agreement. at 
least in part. In his dissenting 
opinion he complained that “the 
court seems to assume that ‘ob- 
scenity’ is a peculiar genus of 
‘speech and press’ which is as 
distinct, recognizable, and clas- 
sifiable as poison ivy is among 
other plants.” 


Behavioral Rules 


But we cannot go the whole 
way. It is only too easy for sat- 
irists to poke fun at some old- 
maid censor: in Mudville while 
missing the _ essential issue. 
Court decisions are not neces- 
sarily to be regarded as math- 
ematical equations. Censors 
must exercise human judgment. 
“The law,” said Judge Desmond 
of New York, “does not claim 
to be an exact science. It is a 
set of behavioral rules applied 
by human judges to human 
acts. Even theologians differ.” 


They do, indeed, but we 
doubt that anyone has ever 
tried to build a case against 
Moral Theology on such a flim- 
sy foundation. As for civil mat- 
ters, Mr. Kilpatrick notes that 
a “thousand discretionary ques- 
tions” depend entirely upon the 
judgment of juries. He asks, 
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“What is simple negligence? 


What is gross negligence?” or 


“What constitutes justifiable 
homicide? What constitutes 
non-negligent manslaughter?” 


In this question of obscenity, 
however dimly delineated its 
periphery, there is also a lot 
to be said for Judge Musman- 
no’s rebuke to some fellow-jus- 
tices, “I doubt that there is a 
newspaper reader, radio listen- 
er, or television watcher, no 
matter how meager his educa- 
tion, who does not know the 
meaning of the word ‘obscene.’ ” 
One might well add that most 
of the stuff gingerly handled 
by Kilpatrick in The Smut Ped- 
dlers is also clearly “obscene” 
by standards perceptible to 
anyone. The existence of a No 
Man’s Land somewhere in the 
middle only emphasizes that 
other areas are clearly delimit- 
ed. 


Indeed, unless one has an ax 
to grind, unless one is arguing 
from concealed premises, unless 
one is dedicated to ‘freedom of 
the press” with an all-consum- 
ing passion that foreludes ra- 
tional discussion, it is impos- 
sible to reject censorship in 
principle. 


There will be mistakes? Of 
course. But the greatest mis- 


take of all is to drift on as we | 
have been drifting while the | 
eyes and ears and mind of our | 
youth are relentlessly assaulted | 


by indecencies. — G.J.G. 
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Always in the vanguard 


N last December’s issue of The 
Voice of St. Jude there ap- 
8 peared an interview on civil 
44 liberties. The one interviewed 
# was Joseph O’Meara, Jr., Dean 
of the Notre Dame Law School. 
»| The interview was notable as 
/, a typical example of “liberal”’ 
Catholic speech and thinking. 
It bore the never-absent mark 
of the ‘liberal’? Catholic — mea 
v8 culpaism (or rather nostra cul- 
'§ paism, for the “liberal” is not 
@ thinking of his own sins but 
if those of the great body of Cath- 
i olics who do not agree with 
fl) him). 
') “For some reason,” said Dean 
(1 O’Meara, “Catholics in the U.S. 
“Bas a group don’t seem really 
‘@ to understand the connection 
'@ between their rights and the 
i rights of every other man in 
J our nation.” 
This is typical of ‘‘liberal”’ 
‘! Catholic provincialism, which is 
a. hardly aware of any Catholic 
‘§ thinking except what may be 
€ found in “liberal” organs. The 
i “liberal” Catholic specifically, 
| liberal Catholic specifically, 
4) does not read widely, and yet 
1 this does not deter him from 
‘| professing to speak for the en- 
tire Catholic community. 
Catholics have always known 
well enough their interest in 


Mr. Hallett is on the staff of the 
Denver Register. 
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the upholding of civil rights. 
Bishop John Carroll had a de- 
monstrable influence on the 
adoption of the First Amend- 
ment. The rights of religious 
minorities in the period before 
the Civil War were upheld 
principally by Catholics, who 
were the ones mainly threat- 
ened by bigotry. 

In the Civil War period and 
the one immediately following, 
it was the courageous stand of 
Bishop William H. Elder of 
Natchez, who was willing to 
risk imprisonment rather than 
to comply with a federal order 
to offer prayers for the Presi- 
dent of the Union, that blocked 
a dangerous encroachment of 
the State on the Church. When 
in the Civil War Missouri pass- 
ed the Drake Law, which pro- 
posed a test oath for all minis- 
ters of religion, its principal op- 
ponent was Archbishop Peter 
Richard Kenrick, who sent out 
an order that all his clergy 
must refuse to take the oath. 
Some Missouri priests were 
sent to prison, but the Arch- 
bishop took their cases from 
court to court and ultimately 
succeeded in having the Drake 
Law declared unconstitutional. 

In the bitterness of the Re- 
construction period, the Cath- 
olic Confederate hero, General 
Gustave Beauregard, proposed 
a bill for the amicable civil as- 
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sociation of the Negro and 
White races that was far in 
advance of anything actually 
practiced by the Northern 
states of the time, or for that 
matter even yet. He was defeat- 
ed principally by White Prot- 
estant opposition. 


Catholics and Slavery 


Catholics, thank God, were 
never among the slavery aboli- 
tionists, but this unlovely cot- 
erie was not mainly responsible 
for the end of slavery, Mari- 


tain — another not too knowl- 
edgeable Catholic “liberal’? — 
notwithstanding. Archbishop 


Hughes’ views on slavery in- 
fluenced Lincoln more than did 
those of the Lovejoys and the 
Garrisons. 


I desire to detract nothing 
from any just merits of the Na- 
tional Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, 
but the stupendous advances of 
the Negro race in the past 50 
years have been owing as much 
as to anything else to the quiet, 
effective work of Tuskegee In- 
stitute, established by a man 
who did more for the rights 
of his race than any of his nois- 
ier and more “liberal” col- 
leagues. 


For years my own widely 
circulated Catholic paper pub- 
lished faithfully the annual re- 
ports on the progress of race 
relations that Tuskegee put out. 
So did many other publications, 
religious or otherwise, that 
never sought the accolade of 
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“liberal.” It is these papers, 
which stood for human rights 
without being crusaders, that 
have principally brought the 
Negro along his unfinished way 
to his full rights and dignities 
as an American citizen. 


It was and is the Catholic 
conservative, and not notably 
the Catholic ‘liberal,’ who 
stood and still stands for the 
rights of captive nations and 
for religious and civil rights in 
the Red-dominated areas of the 
globe. 


The ACLU 


Dean O’Meara, in that inter- 
view spoke, as “‘liberals” so oft- 
en speak, in glittering and un- 
considered generalities. He was 
particularly unfortunate in his 
effusive praise of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, which he, 
incredibly, declared was ‘on 
the firing line for the American 
heritage of freedom.” 


What is the American Civil 
Liberties Union? It was found- 
ed in 1920, just in time to cash 
in on that vein of “liberal” pay 
dirt, the Sacco-Vanzetti case. 
Its founder was Roger Nash 
Baldwin, an airy Socialist who 
in his 30 years of association 
with his child managed to link 
up with some 64 fronts against 
“war, fascism, and imperial- 
ism.” He declared on page sev- 
en of the 1935 Harvard Year 
Book that “I seek social owner- 
ship of property, the abolition 
of the propertied class, and sole 
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control by those who produce 
wealth.” 


This radical bias has always 
dominated ACLU thinking. 
True, Catholic ‘liberals’ will 
cite such men as the late Mon- 
signor John A. Ryan as “co- 
founder.” This is a typical bit 
of radical naiveté. Monsignor 
Ryan was a genuine liberal, but 
his thinking never dominated 
or even influenced the ACLU. 
His name, like the name of oth- 
er noted Catholics, was used 
simply to cover up the radical 
scent. 


The ACLU has never, to my 
knowledge, espoused a single 
cause of any Catholic teacher 
or professor who was dismissed 
from a state university or 
school because of his religion. 
It completely ignored the dam- 
aging testimony submitted by 
New York State’s Antidiscrim- 
ination Commission that state- 
supported Queen’s College pur- 
sued a deliberate policy of not 
hiring Catholics for its teaching 
positions or of dismissing those 
whose Catholicity was too ob- 
vious. If Jews or Negroes had 
been thus discriminated a- 
gainst, the ACLU would of 
course have exhausted its 
bounteous annual budget in 
fighting the case. But anti- 
Catholic discrimination has no 
“liberal” value, save perhaps 
where the one discriminated 
against is a ‘liberal’ Catholic 
who is fighting a conservative 
Catholic college. 
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A not untypical case showing 
the ACLU’s concept of academic 
freedom came last year when 
it showed its sympathy with an 
Illinois State University biology 
professor who was dismissed 
from the institution because of 
his public statement favoring 
pre-marital sex relations for 
college students. ‘Serious 
breach of Academic Freedom!” 
shrieked the Illinois chapter of 
the ACLU. 


Dean O’Meara cooled the fer- 
vor with which he endorsed 
ACLU in his foreword to the 
latest edition of The Supreme 
Court and Civil Liberties by 
admitting that “at times, it 
seems to me, it even makes it- 
self look foolish.” 


No, Dr. O’Meara, let us be 
honest about this. Such actions 
as that of the Illinois ACLU in 
defense of “‘academic freedom,” 
the resolute opposition, which 
you can read in ACLU’s 40th 
annual report, to the National 
Legion of Decency and to the 
Bishops’ requirement that op- 
position to all indecent pictures 
be pledged every year in our 
churches; ACLU’s bitter op- 
position to the House Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities; 
its dogged fighting of free text- 
books for parochial school chil- 
dren, though it admits that this 
is constitutional; its scarcely 
less determined opposition to 
the equally constitutional free 
bus rides for parochial school 
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children; its inevitable amicus 
curiae briefs in favor of the 
atheist and secularist who want 
no suggestion of religion in the 
public schools; the predilection 
it has for the cause of the 
Communist, the atheist, the 
radical, the zany — totally un- 
balanced by any concern for 
the rights of the conservative 
— all this makes it look some- 
thing more than just “foolish.” 


Some Positive Achievements 


I do not wish to include all 
the 40,000 members the ACLU 
claims in a blanket indictment. 
A real concern for parental 
rights was shown last year 
when the Pennsylvania ACLU 
offered its good services to 11 
Amish parents who were on the 
point of being convicted as de- 
linqguent parents because they 
refused to send their children 
to the ‘“‘worldly” atmosphere of 
a $2,000,000 public school. Part- 
ly through the good offices of 
the Pennsylvania ACLU these 
parents were allowed to send 
their children to another public 
school, or else provide a school 
of their own. 


This shows a real concept of 
liberty; but the case is so rare 
in ACLU annals that I can but 
regard it as accidental. 

Mr. Thomas L. Shaffer, edit- 
or of the Notre Dame Lawyer, 
who does not wish to be known 
as a “liberal,” and indeed has 
not the earmarks of one, has 
told me that he feels that the 
ACLU has. performed good 
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services in taking the causes of 
the friendless criminal. Good; 
but these cases are not those 
on which the ACLU thrives. 


Catholic sympathy for civil 
rights is wasted on such power- 
ful and well-heeled organiza- 
tions as the ACLU. It should be 
transferred to such still weak, 
but genuine bodies as Citizens 
for Educational Freedom. 


Dr. O’Meara declared in the 
preface to The Supreme Court 
and Civil Liberties that ‘the 
[Civil Liberties] Union has con- 
tributed immeasurably to the 
improvement in the civil-liber- 
ties climate, which has come 
about since its founding. It is 
the only organization I know 
of which has been and is ex- 
clusively and continuously ded- 
icated to the protection and 
preservation of our basic free- 
doms.” 


I challenge Dean O’Meara to 
name just one basic freedom 
that is the safer since 1920, 
when the ACLU was founded, 
and which the ACLU demon- 
strably made safer. 


Demonstrably — and, I re- 
peat, demonstrably — educa- 
tional freedom is much more 
restricted today than it was in 
1920, because of ACLU’s con- 
tinuous, and almost exclusive, 
dedication to ‘the protection 
and preservation” of the 
“rights” of the atheist, secular- 
ist, or indifferentist. The Mc- 
Collum case of 1948 is only one 
instance of this. 
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A Saintly Archbishop 


Benedict Printesis of Athens 


4 AATHENS is a teeming modern 


city. At ail hours of the day 


7 and night the streets are literal- 
.¥ ly packed with pedestrians run- 
-# ning to and fro on business and 
. pleasure errands. Taxis, most of 
1 them of American make, race 
1 in all directions with their pas- 


sengers, and in many cases con- 


‘'} stitute a veritable hazard to 
‘s careless pedestrians. 
‘} streets measures have already 
‘ been taken to assist persons on 


On some 


foot in making a crossing. 
Policemen hold the crowds on 


‘1 the sidewalks in abeyance, both 
‘i day and night, and at given in- 
» tervals signal to them that they 


may cross in safety. Business 


1 is brisk. The shops are over- 
‘~ crowded, the restaurants filled 
to capacity. 


A common sight among the 
pedestrians is the rather impos- 
ing figure of the Greek Ortho- 
dox priest in his flowing robes 
and high-crowned hat, under 
which an abundant crop of hair 
is neatly tucked in well-arrang- 
ed tresses. A beard invariably 
goes with this attire, so strange 
in a modern city. He, too, is 
rushing, to and from his church. 
At times he may be seen on a 
eorner conversing with a pass- 
ing parishioner or acquaintance. 


A chaplain to the Marines, the 
author writes from Fort Mead 
Base, Las Vegas, Nevada. 
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In one rather dilapidated 
church, which would scarcely 
hold more than 50 persons, I 
saw there such priests chanting 
the Divine Office, with only a 
handful of devotees in attend- 
ance. Outside another, I saw one 
blessing candles and religious 
articles on the street in plain 
daylight. Each and every one 
has the look of a man of God, 
perfectly at ease in his strange 
costume, elbowing with bus- 
inessmen and tourists on’ the 
crowded thoroughfares. Not 
once did I see one riding in a 
car. One and all were making 
their daily trips at a fast pace 
on foot. 


A few days after my arrival, 
with the help of the Greek I 
had learned many years ago in 
the seminary, I located the Ro- 
man Catholic Cathedral of St. 
Dionysius the Areopagite. It was 
situated on one of the main 
streets and in outward appear- 
ance, at least, resembled one of 
the many early Greek monu- 
ments still standing after over 
two thousand years. I ascended 
the board steps leading to the 
entrance and found myself in a 
delightfully warm and religious 
atmosphere. At the side altar of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, I no- 
ticed a prelate celebrating Holy 
Mass. By his attire I knew he 
was either a bishop or an arch- 
bishop. The following day, when 
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I arrived to celebrate Holy Mass, 
I learned he was the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Athens, 
Benedict Printesis. 


Preparation for Mass 


This time he was kneeling in 
a pew on one of the side aisles. 
I knew by his attitude that he 
was making his morning medi- 
tation in preparation for the 
Holy Sacrifice. I knelt in a pew 
far to the back of his, and from 
a distance watched him closely. 
He was engrossed in deep medi- 
tation. Some two rows from 
him knelt an elderly woman 
telling her beads. To the side 
sat a man, obviously waiting 
for the archbishop’s Mass to be- 
gin. He noticed neither of them. 


After at least a half hour he 
glanced at his watch and made 
towards the sacristy, situated 
behind one of the side altars. 
I followed very respectfully and 
we arrived about the same time. 
I introduced myself, showed him 
my credentials and asked per- 
mission to celebrate Holy Mass. 
Since my Greek was not of the 
best, we decided to converse in 
French, which he spoke admir- 
ably well. He could also manage 
some English. 


I said Mass on the altar of 
St. Joseph, while he celebrated 
at the altar of the Blessed Vir- 
gin. My Mass was over before 
his because, as I noticed out of 
the corner of my eye, he was 
distributing what appeared to 
me an unusual number of Holy 
Communions for a weekday. He 
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made his way to the sacristy, 
blessing no one along his path, 
so absorbed was he in the great 
drama he had just re-enacted. 
Deeply plunged as he was in 
prayer, he did not even notice 
me waiting for him to unvest. 
Neither priest nor server assist- 
ed him in this task. He took off 
his vestments very slowly, one 
by one, folded them very neat- 
ly and laid them just as neatly 
in an old cardboard box, which 
he pushed very gently into a 
corner of his vestment case. 
Then, without a greeting to me, 
he went back to his pew in the 
church to make his Thanks- 
giving. 

I returned to my own pew, 
and when he had finished I 
again followed him into the sac- 
risty. He now felt free to con- 
verse with me. He had spoken 
to his God in the Holy Sacri- 
fice; he could now give me a 
few moments of his own time. 


A Small Staff 


I told him how highly hon- 
ored I was to meet one of the 
successors of St. Denys the 
Areopagite. Obviously, he paid 
no attention to my reference to 
him, but replied by saying that 
St. Denys was one of St. Paul’s 
first converts. I asked if there 
were any relics of his predeces- 
sor, and he answered that no 
one even knew just where he 
was buried. I informed him that 
I was a chaplain on board ship. 
He told me, rather sadly, that 
he had only four priests to help 
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i} him in the cathedral and that 


two of them were octogenarians. 


He introduced me to both of 
iq them; they were men of ripe 
tf old age, but quite definitely 


#3 young in spirit. They moved 
‘ about at what I thought was 


a fast gait for men of their 
years. One of them informed me 
that His Excellency used to be 
the rector of the cathedral, and 
that when the former archbish- 
op was killed in an automobile 
accident, he had been’ raised at 
one stroke from the priesthood 
to the dignity of an archbishop. 
I was deeply moved by the sim- 
plicity of the man, his complete 
inadvertence to the fact that 
he was a prince of the Church. 
To me and to the octogenarians 
he was still just the rector of 
the cathedral. 


The old priests also ventured 
that they would welcome my 
help on Sunday, as the arch- 
bishop loved to celebrate Mass 
that day at the orphanage. I 
told them that I would be de- 
lighted. Both he and_ they 
thanked me, and I asked to be 
excused. 

The next day, when I enter- 
ed the cathedral, I was stopped 
by an American family who 
asked me to hear their confes- 
sions so that they might receive. 
I told them that I did not have 
the faculties of the archdiocese, 
but that I would ask the arch- 
bishop’s permission as soon as 
he had finished his Mass. I had 
to go through the same routine 
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again. I knew that he could not 
be disturbed until after he had 
made his Thanksgiving. When 
the moment came, I approached 
him very respectfully. ‘There 
is an American family here,” 
I began rather apologetically, 
“who would like a priest to hear 
their confessions. If you will 
give me the necessary faculties, 
I shall be glad to accommodate 
both you and them.” 

“Why bother you,” he re- 
monstrated; “tell them I will 
be in the confessional in two 
minutes.” I gave them his mes- 
sage, adding “What an honor 
for you to have such a saintly 
archbishop hear your confes- 
sion.” In a few moments he ap- 
peared, seated himself in the 
confessional and waited for 
them to enter. I left the cathed- 
ral, touched to the very mar- 
row of my bones by the deep 
humility of the man I had been 
privileged to meet. 

The following day I bade him 
farewell. As I knelt to kiss his 
ring, I asked him to bless me. 
Again his humility got the bet- 
ter of him. “I will be glad to 
give you the blessing which 
goes with my office, and not 
with my person,” he remonstra- 
ted. “I would like both,” was 
my reply. “If I were a younger 
man,” I ventured, “I would 
gladly come, as Byron did years 
ago, and spend the remaining 
years of my life in Greece. St. 
Denys the Areopagite must be 
proud of you. I would love to 
serve under your colors.” He 
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smiled ever so graciously, took 
my hands in his and said, ‘““God 
bless you.” 

Not many days ago I had 
occasion to write to a merchant 
in Athens regarding some arti- 
cles I had purchased in the city. 
I asked him to remember me 
to His Grace. Yesterday I re- 
ceived his reply, and in his let- 
ter he mentioned very casual- 
ly that the good archbishop had 
died a few days ago. I was 
stunned, for Archbishop Printe- 
sis was still in his forties and 
quite virile in appearance. Very 
likely, the burden of his arch- 
diocese had proven too much 
for even his youthful strength. 
More likely, God was so well 
pleased with his work that He 
wanted him for Himself. I 


celebrated Holy Mass for the 
repose of his soul, and asked 
my marines to remember him 
too. Greece must miss him, for 
even with my short acquaint- 
ance I miss him, and if I ever 
return to his country, it will 
not seem the same without him. 

It is men of his caliber who 
have kept the Roman Catholic 
Church alive in an overwhelm- 
ingly Greek Orthodox atmos- 
phere. It is men of his type 
who might some day be instru- 
mental in sealing the breach be- 
tween the two churches, both 
so venerable in character, both 
so saintly, both so rich in store- 
houses of Catholic tradition, and 
both so deeply devoted to the 
spiritual welfare of their peo- 
ple. 


An All-Negro Parish 


The parish of St. Charles Borromeo in the Harlem district 
of New York City is an all-Negro parish. A visiting priest 
going out to the pulpit is discreetly reminded by the mis- 
sionary-pastor, Monsignor Cornelious J. Drew: “You will talk 
to a unique congregation; 96 per cent of your listeners are con- 
verts.” When this section of Harlem turned colored, the priests 
of a formerly thriving white parish saw a missionary opportun- 
ity. They immediately endeavored to win the incoming Negroes 
to Catholicism. And their persevering efforts were richly bless- 
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The friendly call 


gy OPDAY as I finger my beads 

and tell off the Joyful Mys- 
' teries, I am impressed again 
with the message which the 
second mystery holds for us 
priests. Mary, bearing within 
herself the Lord of the universe, 
hastens to Elizabeth with her 
congratulations and with the 
comfort of her assistance. Mary 
might well have been excused 
if, after the Annunciation, she 
had been too busy to travel to 
Ain-Karem. None of us would 
have blamed her if she had be- 
gun excitedly to lay plans and 
make preparations for her 
Child’s coming. In such spare 
moments as she might find, 
none of us would have begrudg- 
ed her the giving of those mo- 
ments to prayerful contempla- 
tion of the God she sheltered. 
However, this was not Mary’s 
way of expressing to God her 
gratitude and her love. Instead, 
she went visiting. 

Here is a striking reminder 
and a powerful example for 
ourselves. If we are inclined to 
neglect our duty of pastoral 
visitation, it may be a remind- 
er and an example that we need. 
If we are neglectful of our 
obligation to carry Christ to His 
people, one reason may be a 


The book of which this is a 
chapter is scheduled for publica- 
tion next fall by Sheed & Ward. 
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failure to appreciate our own 
potential for giving happiness 
by the simple act of paying a 
visit. 

We may doubt, and rightful- 
ly, whether we fully deserve 
the great reverence and respect 
which our people have for us. 
Deservedly or not, it is in this 
reverential light that most 
Catholics regard the priest. To 
have Father ring the doorbell 
and stop in for a few moments, 
not because someone in the 
family is dying but out of pure 
friendliness — this indeed is a 
red-letter occasion for the mem- 
bers of our flock. 


If we doubt this, we have only 
to imagine our own reaction if 
our Ordinary were to drop in 
on us for an informal chat. Our 
first reaction of course would 
be a hurried examination of 
conscience (“What have I 
done?”) or a quick suspicion 
(“What does he want?’’). But, 
once we were convinced that 
this was a bona fide act of 
friendly interest with no 
catches, we would be more than 
human if we did not feel im- 
mensely pleased and a little 
flattered. There would be a 
rosy hue to the rest of that day 
and perhaps to many days after. 
We would miss no occasion to 
mention to our confreres, very 
casually of course, “The bishop 
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dropped by to see me.” Our 
people are no less human than 
ourselves, and to most of them 
we are as important a person- 
age as the bishop is to us. 


Ideally there should not be a 
home in the parish where at 
least one of the priests of the 
parish has not called. The par- 
ish is a family, and the strength 
of the family bond will be in 
direct proportion to the extent 
that the members of the family 
know their father and he them. 
It is not without reason that 
books of pastoral theology give 
parish visitation high priority 
on the list of priestly work. 
Aside from the ex opere operato 
effects of the sacraments, there 
is nothing that can equal door- 
bell-pushing as an instrument 
for the sanctification of our 
people. Unfortunately, it is an 
instrument that sometimes gets 
shoved into the background by 
time-consumers of much more 
dubious worth. 


Our Dilemma 


Even with good will, how- 
ever, the ideal is not always at- 
tainable. Realistically we have 
to admit that in a big and un- 
derstaffed parish it becomes 
physically impossible for the 
priests to make friendly and 
informal calls on all the families 
in the parish. Yet, if we call on 
a chosen few, selected perhaps 
because of their congeniality to 
ourselves, we may give cause 
for jealousy to others. This is 
the dilemma which faces the 
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priest who is unable to visit all 
the families, and yet wishes to 
manifest his personal and 
fatherly interest in his people. 

One solution for the dilemma 
is to watch for excuses or op- 
portunities to make what might 
be termed “spot” calls. For ex- 
ample, we hear that a parishion- 
er’s mother has died in a dis- 
tant city; after the parishioner 
returns from the funeral we 
drop in at his home to offer our 
condolences. A youngster in 
school tells us that his father 
has lost his job; as we pass the 
child’s home we stop to express 
our sympathy and offer what- 
ever help we can give. A par- 
ishioner is home from the hos- 
pital after surgery; although 
she will be out and around in 
a few days, we pay a visit to 
express our pleasure at her re- 
covery. Another parishioner has 
just received some minor rec- 
ognition, perhaps first prize at 
the Garden Show; we surprise 
the family with a congratu- 
latory visit. 


Some Special Occasion 


Every week in every parish 
there are homes into which 
comes some special sorrow or 
joy. The occasions are not im- 
portant enough to demand the 
presence of the priest, yet they 
loom large to the family in 
question. Not all of these oc- 
casions will be known to us. 
However, enough of them do 
come to our attention to pro- 
vide opportunity for several 
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/8 calls a week. Each such visit 
‘) will give pleasure all out of 


.§ proportion to the few minutes 
i of our time that we have ex- 
“3) pended. 
‘3 to come; he just came because 


“Father didn’t have 


t | he wanted to.”” We may be sure 
‘@ that our Master, Who Himself 
went about doing good, will 


% note and endorse our charity. 


We have given happiness to 
others by giving just a bit of 
ourselves. 

Because our call has been in- 
spired by the particular circum- 
stances of a particular family, 
there will be no jealousy on the 
part of others. On the contrary, 
the neighbors will rejoice at our 
friendly recognition of a minor 
need. Word of our fatherly in- 
terest will spread like leaves 
blown from a tree. Everyone 
who hears of our presence in 
the neighborhood will have the 
pleasant feeling, ‘Father real- 
ly cares about us.” In time, ev- 
ery street and every neighbor- 
hood will have been vitalized 
by our presence. 

Nowadays the creation of 
good public relations is a high- 
ly organized business with 
countless professional practi- 
tioners. Unfortunately, this art 
of promoting good will often 
is artificial and insincere. The 
“public image” of a corporation 
or a personality may be quite 
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literally a created image and 
not the true picture at all. 


However, we are letting 
Christ down badly if we allow 
the children of darkness to out- 
smart us in the field of public 
relations. There is no need for 
us to “create” a favorable pub- 
lic image of Christ, of His 
Church and His _ priesthood. 
However we do have the obliga- 
tion to make that public im- 
age manifest. The good will 
that we promote by our friend- 
ly and personal interest in oth- 
ers and by the unselfish giving 
of our time, will accrue as much 
to Jesus as to ourselves. 


There is something about the 
mere presence of a priest which 
seems to have an almost sacra- 
mental effect on the homes 
where he has visited, especial- 
ly when his visit has been spon- 
taneous. From such fatherly 
calls, lax Catholics have been 


known to become good, and 
good Catholics more fervent 
still. 

The priest by his coming 


has cast the shadow of Christ 
upon the household; they have 
been brushed, for a moment, by 
the hem of His garment. It is 
a blessed parish in which the 
priests can say, with Christ, 
“T Know mine and mine know 
me.” 


> 
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HERE is no doubt but that 

priests are deeply affected 
by their early years in the 
ministry. The first appoint- 
ment will determine very 
much a man’s attitudes and 
ways of acting the rest of his 
priestly life. 


What does an assistant want 
of his pastor? 


First of all, he wants recog- 
nition of his manhood. The 
Church has judged the assis- 
tant mature enough to ordain 
him. The young priest will be 
fearful enough of his lack of 
experience without others 
drumming this point into his 
head. The Church trusted the 
young man enough to ordain 
him. The pastor should follow 
through on that trust. 


The young assistant wants his 
pastor to be a guide to him, the 
fatherly type of guide who will 
take time to explain things to 
him, one who will encourage 
and praise his efforts occasion- 
ally. 

Some housekeepers have a 
tendency to look down on the 
youth of a priest; others take 
them under wing and try to 
“smother” them. No matter 
how long they have been 


Fr. Anderson is a San Diego 
priest. 


314 


What a curate 
expects 


housekeepers, no matter how 
attached they may be to the 
pastor and the pastor’s way of 
doing things, the pastor should 
see to it that the housekeeper 
respects the priesthood of even 
the youngest priest in the 
house. 


The young priest needs an 
approachable pastor, not the 
type who never talks, nor the 
type who always growls, nor 
the type who communicates 
only through the medium of 
notes and a bulletin board. The 
young priest wants to be able 
to talk at meals, bring up prob- 
lems without fear of ridicule or 
sarcastic criticism. He would 
like to relax occasionally with 
the pastor as one would with a 
loving father. 


Since the rectory is the home 
of the young priest, he wants to 
feel that he is welcome there 
and so are his friends. He 
wants a happy family spirit to 
pervade the whole place so 
that, supported by the peace 
and harmony which come with 
the true family spirit, he can 
go about his work free of the 
anxiety, restlessness, and inse- 
curity which are consequences 
of the absence of a happy home 
life. 


Teamwork should be the 
keyword of the rectory. Un- 
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“certainty about one’s duties can 
lead to anxiety, aimlessness, 
duplications, and general waste 
of time and energy. Is it too 
* much to expect parish priests 
_¢ to meet weekly at a regular 
" time to report on the previous 
8) week’s activities, discuss and 
*y evaluate them, and then plan 


‘0 for the coming week together? 


™ Surely such a plan could lead 
) to greater efficiency. 


Failure to plan a sermon 
/ series can also lead to duplica- 
tion and a waste of time. If 
the diocese does not provide a 
sermon outline, wouldn’t an 
outline, made by the pastor or 
one of the assistants, be a big 
help to establish order and 
definite goals in the matter of 
Sunday sermons? Also, help 
from an older priest can wean 
the young priest away from the 
bookishness of the sermons he 
practiced at the seminary. The 
young priest looks for good 
constructive criticism. 


Order Helps 


More confusion can be heap- 
ed on the young priest when 
there is little or no order in a 
rectory. At what time are 
meals, who answers the phones 
when, who takes what devotion 
or what class when, who takes 
what Masses and confessions 
this week and this weekend, 
who takes Baptisms, who has 
what definite day off? It takes 
time to sit down and establish 
some sort of order in regard to 
these things, but the effort pays 
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off in elimination of confusion, 
promotes greater peace of mind 
and body and soul, and there- 
fore leads to greater efficiency. 
And it is not just a question of 
establishing the order. There 
is also need to follow through 
on it! 

Young priests are occasion- 
ally required to be gardeners, 
carpenters, cooks, chauffeurs, 
doormen, etc. Surely these, 
and other tasks like answering 
doors and phones, buying ath- 
letic equipment, counting col- 
lections and the like, can and 
should be relegated to laymen, 
intelligent, responsible and 
trained as the circumstances 
demand. Such use of the lay- 
man gives the priest more time 
for the work which only he 
can do. 

The young priest comes out 
of the seminary filled with en- 
thusiasm. The wise pastor will 
provide outlets and reasonably 
free use of this enthusiasm, al- 
lowing the young priest to ex- 
periment with his ideas on the 
liturgy, the lay apostolate, 
teaching religion, etc. Some 
pastors think that their genera- 
tion sealed all progress with a 
definite “amen.” The _ brick- 
and-mortar type of pastor or 
the dominator who can _ see 
nothing but his own way of do- 
ing things and insists that ev- 
erything be done as it was 30 
to 50 years ago, when he was a 
young priest, can be cruel. The 
dampening and destruction of a 
young priest’s initiative and 
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enthusiasm, when it is at its 
highest point, can cause a neo- 
phyte to become sour, mechan- 
ical, or disastrously worse! 


The Regular Holiday 

The pastor may not want to 
take a day off during the week, 
but that does not mean that he 
should impose this same rigor 
on his assistants. Many men 
who brag about never taking a 
day off are difficult to live with 
simply because they never try 
to get away to relax. The young 
priest who is working hard all 
week needs time for relaxation 
and comradeship with his class- 
mates and fellow-priests. Sure- 
ly he should spend time with 
the parents who gave him to 
the Church. 

The pastor must be a living 
example of Christ the Priest to 
his assistants: in prayer, in 
the way he says Mass, in the 
way he helps with the admin- 
istration of holy things, even in 
the way he shares work. The 
pastor who thinks he does 
enough when he administrates 
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(without using the help of the 
laity whenever possible), or the 
pastor who thinks only about 
money, or the pastor who 
thinks that his office brings 
with it the right to retire from 
the active ministry, is not radi- 
ating the priestly Christlike- 
ness for which God has en- 
trusted young priests to his 
care. Young priests are sacred 
trusts to be led to the heights 
of sanctity by the words, atti- 
tudes, and actions of a father- 
ly pastor. 


The young priest will look 
for the pastor to be a man of 
God, not a god of aman. Ifa 
young priest is sent to assist 
such a man of God, he, too, will 
be a happy, content man of 
God. As the years go on, his 
enthusiasm will grow, not 
wane. The good balance, fath- 
erliness, maturity, and holiness 
which rubbed off from a pastor 
on to his assistant will help that 
assistant to save his own soul 
and the souls of the laity en- 
trusted to his care. 


Public Funds For Paganism 


Most of us agree that public funds should not be used for 
the propagation of the Christian faith. It follows, does it not, 
that public funds should not be used for the propagation of 
a pagan religion? What is to be said, therefore, of the United 
States Information Agency for publishing four hundred thou- 
sand copies of The Life of Buddha, in Thailand, where the 
book was used by Embassy and United States Information Serv- 
ice officials as an item for personal presentation and for distri- 
bution by the Anandba Mahidol Foundation.—Christian Edu- 


cation. 


316 


April / 1961 


What a Pastor Expects 


a Lots of work 


i \T is taken for granted that an 


assistant priest is on an 


if equal basis with any pastor in 


the sense that he is a full- 
‘= fledged priest of Jesus Christ. 


However, it is a _ healthy 


of thought for the assistant never 


‘& to forget that he is assisting the 
‘6 pastor; he is not the pastor. In- 


1 thoughts 


sofar as an assistant builds his 
and actions around 


@ this fact, not only will he be a 


' excellent 


good assistant, but it is quite 
likely that there will result an 
team, functioning 
smoothly for the cause of Christ 


in that parish. 


Parishioners are quick to ob- 


3) serve the qualities of humility 


and meekness in assistants. Ob- 


_ servation of such qualities leads 


the laity to appreciate and re- 
spect such a priest. On the 
other hand, pride has no place 
in a good assistant. 


Any attempt on the part of 
an assistant to undermine the 
proper authority and position 
of the pastor will never lead to 
any good for him nor the people 
of that parish. If there is not 
peace and harmony between 
the pastor and his assistant, the 
whole parish suffers. It is simi- 
lar to a family in which the 
wife tries to take the place of 
her husband. She is meant to 
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be a helpmate, not the head of 
the home. 


Surely Christ would be pleas- 
ed with an assistant who goes 
out of his way to please his pas- 
tor. He should try to anticipate 
the wishes of his pastor, It 
should be his constant desire to 
lighten the burdens of his pas- 
tor. This would include the fi- 
nancial, worries of the chief 
shepherd of a parish. 


In dealing with the members 
of the parish, if the assistant 
finds it difficult to say some- 
thing good about his pastor, 
then it is better to say nothing. 
However, it is usually easy to 
find something good to say 
about him. Whenever possible, 
try to defend him in what he is 
trying to do in the parish. 


The assistant can be humble 
and obedient, yet zealous and 
ambitious for the salvation of 
souls. He does not wait around 
for the pastor to tell him every 
single thing that needs to be 
done. He looks for things to do. 
He should possess and use his 
initiative, sense of responsibili- 
ty, and good judgment. In cer- 
tain things, it is prudent to ask 
the approval of the pastor be- 
fore going ahead. A guide that 
may be of help to him in deci- 
ding when to ask and when not 
to ask is to place himself in the 
pastor’s shoes and figure if he 
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would want his assistant to con- 
sult him first. Or, he might fol- 
low this simple principle — al- 
ways think and pray over a pro- 
posed project or important plan 
before acting. Good judgment 
is a must for every assistant. 


The assistant should not be 
afraid, on occasion, to ask his 
pastor for an evaluation of his 
work in the parish. This can be 
most helpful, especially if the 
assistant is young. If the pastor 
gives his assistant freedom to 
express his opinion (and this 
should be done), the assistant 
should not hesitate to say what 
he thinks even though he knows 
the pastor does not agree with 
his opinion. Here, again, the as- 
sistant should think before 
speaking and should try to back 
up his opinion with solid rea- 
sons. 

One can be quite sure that 
no pastor will be impressed un- 
less his assistant does some se- 
rious reading consistently. A 
diet of daily newspapers and 
popular magazines will devel- 
op a mentally and spiritually 
anemic priest. There are few 
pastors who will not admire an 
assistant who is well read and 
who has convictions of his own. 


On certain occasions the as- 
sistant priest may make a mis- 
take and it is just as well if the 
pastor never knows of it. How- 
ever, in those cases in which 
the pastor has a right to know 
or cases in which he will likely 
get the information second- 
hand, it is wise for the assistant 
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to humble himself and tell the 
pastor. 

The assistant should not fear 
criticism and correction from 
his pastor. He should accept 
these as Christ would want him 
to. Perhaps pride in the form of 
sensitivity to adverse criticism 
from our superiors seems to be 
one of the chief faults of priests. 
A humble and contrite heart 
God will not despise... 

His Spiritual Life 

No pastor has any right to in- 
terfere with the rights of an as- 
sistant as a human being and 
as a priest of God. Hence, it is 
completely out of line for a 
pastor to hinder in any way the 
legitimate and essential prac- 
tices of the spiritual life of his 
assistant; for example, allow- 
ing him to choose a regular 
time and place for going to 
confession, reasonable amount 
of time for offering Mass, medi- 
tation, weekly relaxation. 

Regularity, punctuality, and 
exactness in the performance 
of his regular duties should be 
a matter of conscience for 
every assistant. 

What do pastors expect of a 
priest in order to label him as 
a good assistant? These quali- 
ties, in summary, would about 
do it: That 

1) he be interested in his 
own spiritual life, 

2) he be reasonably docile, 

3) he possess good judgment, 

4) he have a sense of re- 
sponsibility and 

5) he manifest zeal for souls. 
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Was it an ex-seminarian? 


Piace: A large mid-western 
city 
TIME: 1960 


HIS narrative is factual in 
every detail except the 
names of the participants. 


| 

On Holy Saturday night at 
ten-thirty, my assistant in- 
formed me in the sacristy that 
the Very Rev. Father Hill, na- 
tionally known Superior of a 
Religious Order of men wanted 
to speak to me on the phone. 
Father Hill refused my sugges- 
tion that I call him as soon as 
I could get to the rectory. He 
would wait at the phone for 
me. That was at least five min- 


utes. The conversation fol- 
lows: 

I—“Hello. This is Father 
Epmew.” 

FATHER HILL — “This is Fa- 
ther Hill.” 


I—“Father Thomas Hill, the 
head of the Order?” 

Hre—“Yes, that’s right, Mon- 
signor. I’m in great trouble. I 
called on you at the rectory at 
7:15 but you had already gone 
to church for the services. 

I—“Father, I’m sorry I miss- 
ed you. What can I do for 
you?” 

Hre—‘‘Monsignor, you are the 
only one who can help me. I 
thought of going to other 
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priests but you are the only 
one. Please don’t let me down. 
By the way, are you alone? I 
mean, can anyone else hear this 
conversation? This is sub sig- 
illo, if you know what I mean. 

I—“But, Father Hill, it’s 10:- 
30 now, why not wait till to- 
morrow or Monday? I’m tired 
and I guess you are, too.” 

He—“No, this has to be set- 
tled tonight. I have done a 
great wrong to an _ innocent 
man and I am at my nerves’ 
end, worrying about it. I am 
coming to you as a brother- 
priest. You are older than I 
am and have had more exper- 
ience than I. 

I—“Yes, but you are the 
head of a great Order and I am 
just an ordinary city pastor.” 

He—“That’s just it, Monsig- 
nor. My brother Religious chose 
me to this highest office and if 
they should find out how ter- 
ribly I ‘boobed’ in such a seri- 
ous matter, they would lose all 
confidence in me.” 

I—“Father Hill, let’s get to 
the bottom of this thing. What’s 
it all about anyway?” 

Hre—“For one thing, this man 
Iam talking about gave me 
$27.50 which he says belongs to 
you. How can I get it to you?” 

I—“‘That’s simple; send me a 
check for the amount.” 

He—“Please trust me, Mon- 
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signor. This whole thing is so 
involved that just the sending 
of a check might break the sig- 
illum. I have made a big mis- 
take in this matter already, and 
I surely do not want to make 
it worse by risking the seal. 
Can’t you suggest something 
else?” 

I—“The only other thing I 
can think of now is that you 
leave the money with your 
secretary. He knows me per- 
sonally, and I’ll stop by one of 
these days and he can give it to 
me then.” 


HE —“That’s a fine thought, 


Monsignor; I'll leave it with 
Brother Agapitus. Why did I 
not think of that myself? 


You can see how troubled I am. 
I can’t even think straight. 

I—“Fine, Father Hill, we'll 
do it that way and I'll stop by 
Tuesday afternoon some time. 
So, good night, Father. I hope 
you have a Happy Easter and 
all the Religious too. Give them 
my greetings. I’m ready for 
bed.” 

He—“Wait, wait Monsignor, 
don’t hang up. I’ve only told 
you the beginning of the story. 
There is a whole lot more to it 
than just this.” 

I—“‘Oh gosh, you don’t mean 
to tell me. Wait till I pull over 
a chair... So, what’s next?” 

He—“It’s this poor man, 
whom I have wronged so badly. 
He has to be helped.” 

I—‘“Why not send him to 
your St. Vincent de Paul Con- 
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ference? That’s what you have 
one for, isn’t it?” 


He—“I can’t do that, Mon- 
signor, because he does not 
even belong to my parish. He 
belongs to your parish.” 

I—“To my parish? It isn’t 
that nitwit Emil, I hope? He’s 
been bothering me day and 
night with his troubles.” 

Hre—‘“No, Monsignor, his 
name is not Emil, and if it 
were I could not tell you so. 
Remember, all that I know 
about this case is through the 
confessional. This man belongs 
to your parish. You know him 
real well, and have often been 
helpful to him, so he says, and 
he thinks a whole lot of you.” 


I—“Well, tell him to come 
here; I'll send him to our St. 
Vincent de Paul Conference.” 


He—“Monsignor, let me fin- 
ish. In the confessional I obli- 
gated this man to restitution. It 
is a very great amount. He 
made the restitution and now 
he is penniless, all through my 
fault. I should not have been 
so hard on him. He and his 
wife and seven children have 
not even a loaf of bread in the 
house for Easter Sunday. On 
top of that, he is in real trouble 
with the police and the quick- 
er he gets out of the state, the 
better. He has no money for 
bus fare though. He ought to 
get out of the city tonight yet. 
He needs help now. He can 
not wait for the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society. For reasons which 
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are sub sigillo I cannot give 
him anything from here. I am 
at a loss to know what to do. 
I promised him earlier this 
evening that I would phone to 
him and teil him where to go 
for help.” 


I—“Father, tell him to come 
to me. Ill give him five bucks 
and that will help him over 
Easter.” 


He—‘“Monsignor, that’s real 
kind of you, but he will need 
more than five dollars.” 

I—“Well, I'll give him ten or 
fifteen.” 

He—‘“Even that does not be- 
gin to be enough.” 

I—“Well, I’ll make it fifty.” 

He — “That may be enough 
for a start. At least it will get 
him over this emergency.” 

I—“To help you out, I’ll be 
glad to give it to him. Just 
phone him to come to the rec- 
tory for it. Tl wait up for 
him.” 

He—‘Monsignor, don’t think 
me crazy, but I must tell you 
that he cannot come to the rec- 
tory for it. It would expose 
him to discovery, because you 
know him personally very well, 
and then the seal will be brok- 
en, and that is the one thing I 
am guarding against.” 

I—“Then tell him to go to 
the convent and I’ll phone the 
Sisters to give it to him and [ll 
reimburse them tomorrow. No, 
you can’t do that either, be- 
cause they are in bed already. 
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T’ll tell you what T’ll do. Til 
put fifty bucks in an envelope 
and put it on my front porch, 
on the floor, and he can come 
and pick it up.” 

Hre—“Monsignor, I think you 
have it. That will do the trick. 
I suppose it is dark there so no 
one will recognize him.” 


I—“Of course, there are street 
lights around here, and I can’t 
guarantee that no one will see 
him. But it is almost eleven 
o’clock now and the street in 
front of the house is quite de- 
serted.” 


He—‘“Monsignor, this man 
knows your rectory very well. 
In fact, he was baptized in 
your church, went to school 
there, and everything else. He 
can be there in just a few min- 
utes after I phone to him. Can 
you have it ready pretty soon?” 

I—“Tll have it ready in two 
minutes.” 

He—“Thank you a million. 
You will never know in this 
life how big a burden you have 
lifted from the shoulders of a 
brother-priest. God will have to 
reward you for it. I can never 
do so sufficiently. I hope I have 
been prudent. Do you think 
that this is a prudent way of 
settling the matter?” 

I—“Father, you have told me 
so little about it, that it is im- 
possible for me to judge wheth- 
er you are prudent or not. All 
I know is that you have asked 
me to help you out of some ser- 
ious priestly trouble, and I am 
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glad that I can be of service 
to you.” 

He—“God bless you, Mon- 
signor. I don’t know what more 
I can say.” 

I—“God bless you too, Fa- 
ther Hill, and all the Religious 
under your care. I wish you a 
very Happy Easter Feast.” 

Hre—“I wish you that too, 
Monsignor. I am sorry I had to 
trouble you so much. But you 
are known among priests for 
your generosity. I especially 
thank you for the confidence 
you are placing in me, in spite 
of the fact that I can give you 
so few details.” 

I—“That’s O.K., Father Hill. 
I’m going now to get the mon- 
ey ready. I’m dead tired and I 
have the first Mass tomorrow 
on top of it. Good night.” 

He—“Once more, a million 
thanks. TP’ll phone the man right 
away and he should be there in 
less than five minutes. Good- 
night to you and a Happy East- 
er. God reward you.” 

The long conversation over, 
I put fifty dollars in an envel- 
ope and an extra ten dollars 
because it was Holy Week and 
because, Father Hill said the 
man needed it so much. Then 
I put it on the floor of my front 
porch, with a weight on top of 
it so it would not blow away. 
Then I went to a window over- 
looking the porch to find out 
who that man really was. But 
my conscience would not allow 
it. Instead, I opened a bottle of 


322 


beer and sat down at my table 
to relax. What difference did it 
make who the man was as long 
as I could help poor Father 
Hillier 

Beer down, I looked out on 
the porch and sure enough — 
the envelope was gone and the 
weight neatly pushed to one 
side. Than I went to bed feeling 
like an overgrown Boy Scout. 


Because the seal of confession 
was involved, I could not talk 
about it to anybody. I kept it 
all nicely hidden in my bosom 
until Tuesday. 

Tuesday afternoon, I called 
on Brother Agapitus, as arrang- 
ed with Father Hill. I brought 
a few Mass stipends along. 
Brother Agapitus himself came 
to the door. He said he was glad 
to see me and so forth and was 
also grateful for the stipends. 
He hoped I had had a nice 
Easter, but not a word about 
the $27.50 which he was sup- 
posed to have for me from Fa- 
ther Hill. I said Good-bye and 
left him, quite convinced that 
the Religious had not acted 
prudently in choosing Father 
Hill for their Father General. 


When I got back to my rec- 
tory, I phoned to Father Hill to 
ask about the $27.50. Father 
Sebastian, his secretary, an- 
swered the phone and here is 
this conversation: 

FATHER SEBASTIAN: ‘Hello, 
this is Father Hill’s secretary, 
Father Sebastian.” 

I—“Father Sebastian, I would 
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A CROSS-SECTION OF CCS CAMPAIGNS DURING 1960 


GOAL SUBSCRIBED 


! Anchorage Junior High School, Anchorage, Alaska ..........sss:00 $ 500,000 $ 800,000 
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Seattle, Washington .......c.ssscssscesesess From $1,000 to $2,100/wk. $ 2,400 
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{ Maria Stein Retreat House, Maria Stein, Ohio ........... $ 250,000 $ 272,584 
} Our Holy Redeemer Parish, Freeport, New York .. $ 400,000 $ 493,823 
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Our Lady of the Lake Parish, Seattle, Washington ....... . $ 175,000 $ 279,000 
Sisters of Loretto at the Foot of the Cross, Loretto, Nerinx, Ky... $1,750,000 $1,816,955 
Sisters of Se. Joseph of Newark, Englewood, N. J. ssssssssssssseee eoonees $ 500,000 $ 583,516 
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like to speak to Father Hill. 
This is a personal matter.” 

Hre—“I am sorry, you cannot 
do that now. Father Hill is in 
Washington, D.C. attending a 
convention of Religious. He’ll 
be back Thursday.” 

I—“When did he leave for 
Washington?” 

He—“He left early Saturday 
morning.” 

I—“Father Sebastian, this is 


Monsignor Epmew. A man who 
said he was Father Hill phoned 
to me Saturday night for help 
for a poor man.” 


Hre—‘‘Monsignor, I’m sorry, 
but you got stung. This imper- 
sonator did the same thing 
last week to a priest in Okla- 
homa and took him for forty 
dollars. It’s got something to 
do with the sigillum, hasn’t it?” 


I—“Yep, goodbye!” 


The Pot and the Kettle 


The mad rush to get Lady Chatterley’s Lover because of its 
alleged obscenity was indicative of indifference to these risks. 
More than 1,500,000 copies have already been bought. The ever 
increasing Random Readings in the Tablet quoted Bertrand Rus- 
sel as giving the summary judgment on the author, D. H. Law- 
rence, formed after a short-lived friendship and projected col- 
laboration: “It was only gradually that I came to feel him a posi- 
tive force for evil and that he came to have the same feeling 


about me.” — The Irish Rosary. 
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Four Days of Silence 


A time of renewal 


‘©CTRICT silence on retreat is 

more than ideal: it is a 
challenge. It is more than a 
luxury; it is rather a condition 
for a good retreat.” 

This challenge faces the priest 
who sets out to make a re- 
treat at Our Lady’s Retreat 
House in Warrenton, Mo. If he 
accepts and conquers the sil- 
ence-challenge, he makes a 
good retreat. If he rejects the 
challenge, he is sent home. 

There is no priest but who 
recognizes the need for silence 
to make a fruitful retreat. But 
when a group of men with so 
much in common live for a few 
days in close proximity it takes 
truly heroic wills to refrain 
from talking. In fact, help and 
pressure from outside are a 
moral necessity. 

Can not many priests review 
their lives and find that they 
haven’t really made a retreat — 
a good one, that is — since 
seminary days? 

Not that they didn’t want to. 
They just didn’t. The occasion 
of the customary diocesan re- 
treat in common was not fertile 
ground for much more than 
clerical companionship. 

But at least one religious 
order of priests has recognized 


Fr. Weiss writes from Larned, 
Kansas. 
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the need for opportunities for 
priests to make good retreats. 
This order is known as the Pas- 
sionist Fathers. 

This order of priests has long 
conducted a chain of lay retreat 
houses. Now they are beginning 
to establish priest retreat 
houses. 

When a priest signs up for a 
retreat at one of these Passion- 
ist retreat houses, he under- 
stands one basic condition under 
which his application is accept- 
ed. He must keep silence. And 
that under pain of being sent 
home. Even Monsignors have 
found this condition to be in- 
violable. 


A Wonderful Result 


The result is truly wonderful. 
The priest making a retreat 
here is relieved of a burden — 
the burden of being expected 
to make conversation. 

Silence is the “good soil” for 
the seed of God’s grace. God’s 
promptings can be heard only 
if the tongue is silent and the 
ears are closed. 

To be able to walk about the 
grounds, knowing that no one is 
going to talk to you, is a great 
relief. You are supposed to be 
quiet. You can forget public 
relations and “being nice” and 
just think. 

Three or four days spent in 
silence and thought can be al- 
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most unbelievably peaceful. The 
parish priest rediscovers the joy 
of a quiet that he had forgotten 
existed. 

The first day is a kind of ad- 
justment period. The priest 
finds himself among a group of 
equals. Thirty or 40 of them. 
He is ignored. He in turn can 
ignore. 

He gradually realizes that he 
is not so important as he had 
come to believe. The true per- 
spective of his importance 
evolves more and more clear- 
ly under the light of God’s 
promptings. 

The second day and the third 
day build on the foundation of 
this revelatory self-knowledge. 
The priest is no longer the 
“King of the Hill” in his parish. 
He is merely another “pea in 
the pod” of God’s garden. 

Thus he is free to consider 
his status as it really is before 
God, not as his parishioners 
have made him believe it to be. 
He has been seeing himself 
through the eyes of people who 
help him believe what he wants 
to believe. Now he must see 
himself more truly through 
God’s eyes. 


There is wonderful peace to 
be found in trying to find one- 
self again. The retreat master 
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helps. God urges. The sincere 
retreatant reaps the fruits of 
peace, joy, consolation, and re- 
newed resolutions. 


Just the inspiration of seeing 
fellow-priests sincerely and de- 
voutly. searching their souls is 
a wonderful thing. Priests get 
so used to hearing each other 
disparage their own attempts at 
spirituality that they begin to 
believe each other. To see them 
giving the lie to their own 
words by their sincere actions 
is an inspiring relief. 

No one can adequately de- 
scribe the joy of a good retreat 
to someone else. But every 
priest has at some time or an- 
other experienced that joy. 
Every priest has made at least 
one retreat filled with peace 
and consolation. 

Let him try to recall it. Let 
him yearn to repeat that ex- 
perience. Let him seek out a 
suitable place where God can 
help him in favorable surround- 
ings. 

The diocesan retreat left him 
frustrated and wondering. A 
good retreat at a place such as 
Our Lady’s Retreat House will 
renew his zeal and dedication. 
He will be willing and desirous 
of trying for another year to 
“become a saint.” 
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God or Man 


in Birth Control ? 


Another approach 


OUR non-Catholic friends who 

see no moral distinction be- 
tween natural birth control (the 
so-called rhythm method) and 
artifical birth control (by the 
use of contraceptives) have 
overlooked two important con- 
siderations in arriving at their 
present position. Man’s crea- 
turely status and God’s sover- 
eignty have somehow gotten 
left out of their reasoning about 
the limitation of human repro- 
duction. As a result they are 
stamping around in a domain 
where angels fear to tread. A 
somewhat close appraisal of the 
human reproductive process 
might make these two over- 
sights more evident. 


The parents’ role in repro- 
duction is to provide the op- 
portunity for the meeting of the 
conceptual elements (ovum and 
sperm), which are the sparks 
that flame into a new life at 
conception. God’s role is to pro- 
videntially bring the sparks to- 
gether and, as it were, fan them 
into a flame by introducing that 
immortal, spiritual principle 
which is the rational soul, which 
together with the body consti- 
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tutes the human person, and 
which cannot be provided by 
biological processes. God’s role, 
therefore, is pre-eminent. The 
parents are His helpers, and His 
co-workers inasmuch as they 
provide their child with his 
body. 

Human reproduction centers 
around the fertile period of the 
wife. The 24-hour period after 
ovulation is the only time that 
conception can occur, the only 
time when a new human life 
can be initiated, the only time 
when God exercises His crea- 
tive activity directly to produce 
a new man. In other words, God 
has reserved about three days 
out of every menstrual cycle, if 
marital union is had, for the 
possible exercise of His direct 
creative activity. 

It must be evident, then, that 
any marital union during the 
fertile period is intimately in- 
volved in the creative work of 
God. Unless prudence directs 
otherwise, the spouses are free 
to have or not have union dur- 
ing this period; but if union is 
had, they are faced with an 
awesome possibility. Any hu- 
man action connected with this 
creative work of God must be 
subordinate to the divine plan, 
and must in no way interfere 
with the divine prerogative of 
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exercising creativity according 
to the disposition of providence. 


No Trivial Affair 


As we can see, the marital 
union is no trivial affair. The 
end product of a fruitful union 
is that being for whom God 
created the world and to whom 
He entrusted its government 
and cultivation. Considered only 
naturally, man is an important 
being. But when one considers 
his supernatural destiny, his 
importance is magnified im- 
measurably. It is man for whom 
God became man; it is man who 
was redeemed by God, who is 
given the opportunity of be- 
coming a child of God. It is man 
who is elevated by grace from 
the status of a servant to that 
of a child and heir. 

Here is man, then, with an 
unimaginably exalted destiny, 
who comes into’ existence 
through the union of husband 
and wife. Can God be uninter- 
ested in this process? Can He 
be indifferent to the way that 
it is used? Can a good business- 
man be indifferent to the way 
his factory is operated? Is he 
careless about his volume of 
production? Man is God’s most 
important production in this 
world! 

Now, our non-Catholic friends 
rightly observe that God re- 
quires the intelligent coopera- 
tion of men in the planning of 
a reasonable rate of reproduc- 
tion. Let us examine this con- 
cept of intelligent cooperation 
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with God. Cooperation implies 
a working with, not a supplant- 
ing of divine providence. In- 
telligence implies appreciation 
of the worth and importance of 
human reproduction. In so deli- 
cate and important a process as 
the reproduction of man, whose 
ideas about controlling the rate 
are to be preferred: those of 
man or those of God? 

The all-wise Engineer has 
built a regulating system into 
the process; the co-workers 
know about this system and, to 
an extent, when it operates. The 
divine Executive has retained 
for Himself a certain flexibili- 
ty and freedom of decision in 
operating this system, however. 
The production line workers 
must not try to usurp execu- 
tive control; they are free to 
regulate production only in ac- 
cord with the directives that 
have been made to them. 


Obvious]1y, self-centered, 
fickle, short-sighted man does 
not have the talent for executive 
control of human reproduction; 
and God has not abdicated (nor 
could He) His providential con- 
trol in favor of His co-workers. 
He has given His co-workers 
control over the rate of repro- 
duction to this extent: In so 
far as prudent discretion indi- 
cates that he can support his 
offspring decently he may have 
or abstain from having marital 
union during the fertile per- 
iod, as he is legitimately able 
to find out when that period 
is. God retains executive con- 
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trol over the uncertain (from 
man’s viewpoint) factors in the 
marital union: how human pru- 
dence fits into His overall plan; 
the accuracy of His co-workers’ 
calculations of the fertile per- 
iod; the meeting of ovum and 
sperm; the infusion of the im- 
mortal soul. 


The Highest Intelligence 

To use the method of birth 
control that God has designed 
and built into His production 
system requires the highest kind 
of intelligence. It requires an in- 
telligence that sees a merciful, 
all-wise Providence helping and 
directing the affairs of men. It 
requires an intelligence that 
recognize its own limitations 
and prefers the designs of in- 
finite wisdom to its own. Con- 
sider for a moment the great 
wisdom of our Creator in hid- 
ing from men until recent times 
the exact nature of the repro- 
ductive process. It has always 
been known that the wife has 
a fertile period and an unfer- 
tile period, but the time and 
cause of the fertile period were 
not known until the advent of 
modern biology. It was just 
about the time that the popula- 
tion of the world began to loom 
as a problem requiring solu- 
tion that the biological facts of 


reproduction became well 
known. 
Very mercifully, then, did 


God in His inimitable way give 
to men the knowledge to as- 
sist Him in regulating repro- 
duction when this became nec- 
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essary. In revealing to men the 
secrets of natural birth control 
God did not eliminate all the 
providential factors. And who 
would be so foolish as to want 
Providence eliminated from so 
important a process? The role 
of man in human reproduction 
already involves an awful re- 
sponsibility. To do anything that 
would increase this responsibil- 
ity, that would shift it from 
Providence to man, is foolish 
to the extreme. 


Though he may not realize it, 
the artificial birth controller is 
interfering with the divine plan 
of reproduction and usurping 
God’s_ prerogative to decide 
whether or not there will be 
a new creation. Outside of the 
fertile periods he does not want 
to take the chance that Provi- 
dence may have designs that 
run contrary to his calculations. 
During the fertile periods he 
takes over executive control and 
decides that God shall not ex- 
ercise His creative power ac- 
cording to His own plan and 
providence. He will not subor- 
dinate his pleasure to God’s 
plan, rather he will subordin- 
ate God’s plan to his pleasure. 
How can anyone see intelligent 
cooperation in such conduct? 
Where is respect, love, and wor- 
ship in this way of acting? 
Genesis 38:8-10 shows what 
God thinks of such behavior. 


Excuses 


The artificial birth controller 
says that God does not expect 
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him to become nervous and 
frustrated by having to limit 
the use of his marital rights. 
And yet he will not feel un- 
justly treated if he has to fore- 
go the use of those same rights 
in order to advance himself in 
business when his work keeps 
him away from home. Does God 
expect any less restraint, in- 
telligence, choice, on the part 
of His co-workers than a hu- 
man boss requires? Making men 
seems a bit more demanding an 
occupation than making a liv- 
ing or climbing the social lad- 
der. The man who works with 
God, who cooperates with His 
providence, who follows His 
directives, may at times suffer a 
little frustration and nervous- 
ness; but what are these com- 
pared to such a partnership? An 
intelligent man cannot say that 
God does not expect him to ac- 
quire self-control and virtue in 
the exercise of his sex faculty. 
Besides, with virtue acquired, 
much of the frustration and 
nervousness that may result 
from restraint in the use of the 
sex faculty will disappear. Vir- 
tue makes its acts easier. 


The growing population of the 
world seems to have provided 
many of our non-Catholic 
friends with an argument in fa- 
vor of artificial contraception. 
Of course, they do not feel that 
using contraceptives to help 
solve the population problem is 
contrary to the law of God. In 
fact, they seem to believe that 
the know-how of modern 
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science is a providential indi- 
cation that God wants them to 
use such means to limit births. 
The truth of the matter is, how- 
ever, that they are under the 
influence of a subtle illusion 
rather than a divine inspiration. 
Science that calls upon God to 
abdicate His prerogatives is mis- 
applied rather than cooperative. 
Our friends must distinguish 
between science that enhances 
nature and science that des- 
troys nature. What God expects 
of us in the solution of the dif- 
ficult problem of growing popu- 
lation are attempts that harmo- 
nize with His providence, that 
build upon His designs. The 
problem certainly needs the as- 
sistance of God for its solution; 
therefore, the wise man who 
seeks the help of Providence 
will work with Providence in 
all areas of the problem, es- 
pecially in the area of marital 
unions. If this problem is going 
to be solved peacefully accord- 
ing to the ways of God, a good 
bit of Christian virtue is going 
to be practiced by all concerned. 
Not least among the Christian 
virtues required will be re- 
straint in the use of the sex 
faculty. Since no one gives what 
he does not possess, those who 
will eventually teach the ignor- 
ant masses most involved in the 
population problem will have to 
know restraint themselves. 
Our non-Catholic friends who 
have advocated artificial birth 
control have undoubtedly done 
so with the best of intentions, 
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but it seems also with insuffi- 
cient reflection. Surely they are 
not aware of their great over- 
sights. No Christian would 
knowingly step out of his place 
to take over a function that God 
has reserved to His own provi- 
dent control; and the last thing 
that our friends would intend 
by their proposal is the elim- 
ination of the divine plan from 


their marital unions. As it is, 
they have unwittingly commit- 
ted themselves to the ways of 
man rather than to the ways 
of God. In time, and through 
the sweet dispositions of that 
same Providence whom they 
have been abusing in their 
marital unions, our friends will 
realize their error and reverse 
their present stand. 


Timing the Mass 


“T knew a difficult Frenchman who suspected of Modern- 
ism any priest taking more than 20 minutes to say a low Mass. 
He quoted Father Martin Luther, who — it’s a true story — 
dallied so long over one of his last Masses, being in a tangle of 
doubts, denials, and despairs, that his Roman server growled, 
“Go on with it!” On the other hand, St. Philip Neri sometimes 
took an hour or more to say a private Mass, so the timing test 
obviously fails.” — Pasquin, the London Universe. 
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The Irish Invasion of Britain 


LAWRENCE FORRISTAL 


eR May Ist, 1169 a small 

armed force arrived at Ban- 
now Bay in South Wexford. It 
was the vanguard of the Anglo- 
Norman invasion of Ireland. 
This invasion was to wax and 
wane for 750 years; in fact some 
say it is still going on. 


I mention this historical fact 
not for the purpose of reviving 
old controversies or of assessing 
praise or blame, but merely to 
use as the point of departure for 
the story of another invasion, 
which is moving in the opposite 
direction and may have con- 
sequences as fateful as that led 
by the Earl of Pembroke. It is 
called in Ireland the Holiday 
Apostolate and is one of the 
projects of the Legion of Mary. 
(In the interests of international 
understanding it may be well to 
state that they seldom use the 
word ‘‘vacation” in Ireland; it’s 
“holidays” instead. So the Holi- 
day Apostolate is the aposto- 
late carried on during one’s va- 
cation). 


Most Americans know of the 
heavy Irish immigration to this 
country during the second half 
of the 19th century, continuing 
until the outbreak of the First 
World War. In the second quar- 
ter of this century this immigra- 
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Forty thousand a year 


tion practically ceased; in fact 
Ireland hasn’t filled her small 
quota in recent years. But the 
exodus from Ireland hasn’t 
ceased; rather it has increased 
during the past 25 years, and 
most of it has been going and 
still goes to Great Britain. There 
is no altruism involved in this 
transaction on either side. Eng- 
land needs the Irish to supple- 
ment the work-force in her fac- 
tories, and the Irish need the 
work. It’s as simple as that, 
and devoid of sentiment on both 
sides. 


The exodus from Ireland to 
Britain has reached the annual 
total of 40,000, so that now it 
is estimated that there are one 
million Irish-born persons in 
England and Scotland. There 
are whole new sections of cities 
which are 90% or more Irish. 
(I was told last summer of an 
addition to the city of Birming- 
ham with a _ population of 
around 100,000 where a Cork- 
man or a Mayoman would feel 
more at home than any Cock- 
ney or Yorkshireman. ) 


No one in Ireland is happy 
about the emigration problem 
but everyone recognizes it as a 
problem which will not soon be 
solved. It’s an evil thing, that 
a small nation should be com- 
pelled to part every year with 
40,000 of its best and most 
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promising citizens, the flower 
of its youth. But it’s a fact that 
cannot be gainsaid and so the 
people concerned try to make 
the best of it; in fact they are 
trying to draw good out of evil. 
Among the most concerned are 
the members of the Irish Hier- 
archy, who for the past ten 
years or more have been work- 
ing in close harmony with the 
bishops of England, Scotland 
and Wales. 

To provide for’ the spiritual 
needs of this huge mass of im- 
migrants has been a frightening 
task. Parish plants were sud- 
denly needed where a_ short 
time before there were no par- 
ishioners. Priests were needed, 
no longer in fives or tens but 
in hundreds. Every year for 
the past eight years an army 
of Irish priests, mainly mem- 
bers of religious orders, has 
gone to Britain and for months 
on end conducted missions in 
the new Irish districts. Their 
services are available wherever 
the bishops and the pastors need 
them but naturally their ef- 
forts are directed chiefly to- 
wards the welfare of the Irish 
immigrants. (The other Catho- 
lics of Britain, whether of Irish 
stock or not, are in well-estab- 
lished parishes and do not need 
any special attention.) 

The Legion of Mary 

Most of the effort expended 
during the past 10 years, under 
the leadership of the British 
and Irish hierarchies, was aimed 
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at preserving the faith of the 
immigrants. Sad stories were 
told on both sides of the Irish 
Sea of a tremendous leakage 
among those who had suddenly 
been transplanted to a pagan 
milieu and who had few or any 
priests to shepherd them. Some 
of the stories were exaggerated 
but the sober truth was sadden- 
ing enough. It is readily under- 
standable then that the first and 
chief concern of the ecclesiasti- 
cal authorities was to hold the 
line against further leakage 
and to bring back the straying 
sheep to the faith of their 
fathers. In this much success 
was achieved. 

But there was one organiza- 
tion that from the beginning 
looked beyond the defensive 
policy. The Legion of Mary had 
been in England since 1928. It 
had had its ups and downs but 
since 1945 it had made steady 
progress in all parts of the 
country. When it became evi- 
dent, after World War II, that 
the Irish immigration was like- 
ly to be permanent and to in- 
crease in numbers, the Legion- 
aries began thinking of the im- 
migrants not as Catholics whose 
faith should be safeguarded but 
as Catholics who should spread 
the faith. Frank Duff, the 
founder of the Legion, has ham- 
mered at this idea again and 
again. “If even one in ten of 
those who emigrated from Ire- 
land were a trained Legionary 
he would not only help to keep 
the other nine faithful to their 
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religion but he would also be a 
very effective apostle among 
non-Catholics.”’ 

The priests of Ireland have 
taken this thought to heart and 
in practically every parish 
there’s a Praesidium of the 
Legion which places high on 
the list of its projects helping 
the emigrants spiritually, be- 
fore they leave and afterwards. 
It tries to keep in touch with 
them in Great Britain and sends 
their names and addresses to the 
pastors of the parishes where 
they settle down. But the mem- 
bers of the Concilium, at Legion 
Headquarters, were not satisfied 
with the results obtained. (They 
are never satisfied and that is 
why the Legion, to quote a 
priest now stationed in Lon- 
don, “is always bursting with 
new ideas.) So a new project 
was started in 1958. Irish Le- 
gionaries were asked to sacri- 
fice part or all of their vaca- 
tion time to work with the 
Legionaries of Britain. Twelve 
of them went on this strange 
mission in 1958; and so was 
born the Holiday Apostolate. 


The Holiday Apostolate 


In the last three months of 
1958 and the first three of 1959 
word went out from Dublin to 
the Praesidia of the Legion in 
all parts of Ireland asking for 
volunteers for the summer of 
1959. More than 100 responded 
and 96 of them actually went to 
London and spent anything 
from 10 days to six weeks doing 
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apostolic work there. The ap- 
peal went out again at the be- 
ginning of this year, and up un- 
til last fall, more than 600 had 
been engaged in the apostolate 
in England, Scotland and Wales. 
(The volunteers this year ex- 
ceeded 1,000 but for one reason 
or another around 400 of them 
were unable to fulfill their in- 
tention. One reason was a boat 
strike which lasted about a 
week at the height of the vaca- 
tion season.) 


Readers. of THE PRIEST may 
be interested in knowing how 
this project is financed and car- 
ried out. In 1958 and 1959 the 
Irish Legionaries were entirely 
responsible for their own ex- 
penses. Through the English 
Legionaries they obtained jobs 
of various kinds which provided 
them with most of the needed 
funds but they had to refuse 
jobs which involved compulsory 
overtime or shift work since 
this would interfere with their 
Legion activities. For the 1960 
Holiday Apostolate the Concili- 
um (Legion Headquarters in 
Dublin) decided to refund to 
all Legionaries who fulfilled 
certain requirements half of 
their total travelling expenses. 


In addition the Concilium 
supports two organizers of the 
team in London, so that these 
may be free during the day 
(that is, not obliged to take 
jobs) and so be able to meet 
all newcomers and assign them 
to work, arrange the team pro- 
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jects, deal with all correspond- 
ence and make all necessary 
personal contacts. On the Irish 
side the Concilium supports an 
office of the Holiday Apostolate 
Committee which looks after 
the work of finding, organiz- 
ing, and directing the volun- 
teers. 


The Works of the Apostles 


These are of two principal 
kinds: the work they do to sup- 
port themselves during their 
stay in Britain and their apos- 
tolic work during the same 
period. Those who cannot stay 
at least two weeks take no em- 
ployment but do Legion work 
during the day and evening. 
Those who can stay longer than 
two weeks find employment, 
invariably full-time employ- 
ment. Their jobs are of an in- 
finite variety. The girls work 
in hotels as maids or waitresses, 
in stores as salesgirls or clerks, 
in offices as stenographers or 
filing clerks, in restaurants as 
waitresses, on buses as conduct- 
resses. Those jobs are preferred 
which put them in constant con- 
tact with the public, for “the 
Legionary is always on duty.” 
The men’s jobs are still more 
varied: on construction work, 
in factories and canneries of 
various kinds, as elevator op- 
erators and porters in hotels, 
as caretakers and office work- 
ers, as bus conductors. One man 
worked in an architect’s office, 
but this was exceptional. Most 
of their work was of the un- 


April / 1961 


skilled kind since this is easier 
to find. 


With regard to the apostolic 
work: Those who know the 
workings of the Legion will un- 
derstand what I mean when I 
say that they do all kinds of 
Legion work, the usual and the 
unusual. All members of the 
Holiday Apostolate are obliged 
to join existing Praesidia in the 
area in which they work. They 
go to Britain at the invitation 
of the local Legion officers, who 
always include Spiritual Direc- 
tors. (The general project was 
approved by the Hierarchy, so 
there is no possibility of work 
being undertaken which would 
conflict with any parish pro- 
ject.) 

Working under the local 
Praesidium the Holiday 
Apostles cooperate in all the 
customary work: home visita- 
tion, visitation of hospitals, jails 
and other institutions, street 
rescue, catechetical instruction. 
Reports are made in the usual 
way on the performance of the 
assigned work at the meeting of 
the Praesidium to which they 
are temporarily attached. 


In addition to work with the 
local Praesidia, a number of 
“team projects” were organiz- 
ed. In most cases these works 
were specifically requested by 
the local clergy; in a few cases 
permission was sought and ob- 
tained to undertake them. All 
of them can be classified under 
one heading, Apostolate to the 
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crowd. They include the Rosary 
at Speakers’ Corner, Hyde Park, 
every night during the summer, 
followed by contacts made with 
the bystanders to discuss re- 
ligion and the Legion; contacts 
with the lunchtime crowds at 
Tower Hill where office work- 
ers congregate in hundreds; 
meeting the trains at Euston 
and Paddington stations at early 
morning, midday and evening; 
contact with the window-shop- 
pers in the central business dis- 
trict; contact with fellow-work- 
ers on building sites during tea- 
breaks, in canteens, etc.; tak- 
ing .rooms in low-grade lodging 
houses where many hundreds 
of men in strained circum- 
stances find shelter every night; 
visiting pubs (bars) where 
workers, especially Irish work- 
ers, congregate; night visits to 
the tough sections of the East 
End which are renowned for 
their restaurants and also for 
vice and gang-warfare. 


Results 


In these team projects, good 
results have been obtained with 
fallen-away or careless Catho- 
lics and with non-Catholics. But 
the immediate results are only 
a small part of the fruit which 
the organizers of the apostolate 
expect to come from their en- 
deavors. In general, the apos- 
tles report that in some cases 
results have exceeded expecta- 
tions and in others have fallen 
below what they had hoped for. 
Many of the results cannot be 
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estimated for six or more 
months after the actual work 
has been done and the apostles 
gone back to Ireland. The names 
and addresses of thousands of 
contacts are handed over to the 
local Praesidia and all of them 
are followed up with the ten- 
acity for which the Legion is 
famous. 


The indirect aim of the Holi- 
day Apostolate has been to 
focus the attention of the Irish 
Legionaries on the importance 
and scope of the apostolate in 
England, particularly with re- 
gard to conversion, and on the 
potentialities of the Irish emi- 
grants in this apostolate. It 
was felt that the Legionaries 
would not appreciate how much 
work there was to be done or 
how important in this work was 
the Irish element, unless they 
actually experienced the prob- 
lems themselves. In this the 
Holiday Apostolate has been 
eminently successful. An inter- 
esting sequel which could have 
great possibilities is that a num- 
ber of the Legionaries, mostly 
university students, are now 
planning to spend a few years 
working at their profession in 
some area where the Church 
has special need of apostles. 
This lay missionary effort, or- 
ganized by the Legion, would 
then be an extension of the 
Holiday Apostolate: if one can 
spend the three summer months 
in London, why not spend three 
years, as a doctor, dentist, en- 
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gineer, in Latin America, or 
even in a country like Wales, 
which is also missionary ter- 
ritory? 


An interesting and suggestive 
sidelight on this last point is 
provided by the fact that of the 
Irish Legionaries who worked 
in the London area this past 
summer, nearly 43% were uni- 
versity students or teachers. 
And much more than 43% of 
the work was done by them. 
(They have longer vacations 
than the others.) The figures 
for Birmingham, Liverpool, 
Glasgow and other large cities 
in Britain are not yet available 
but the organizers in Dublin 
are of the opinion that the per- 
centage of “intellectuals” among 
the lLegionaries who have 
worked in these cities is about 
the same as for London. 


‘Sweet Revenge’ 


In the nearly 800 years that 
have passed since the first Nor- 
man invaders landed in Ireland 
many an Irishman has planned 
and plotted revenge. Now that 
revenge has come through an 
Irish invasion of Britain, I won- 
der if any of the old Gaelic 
fighters would see in it the ful- 
fillment of their. dreams. But 
perhaps they would, after all, 
for Irish tradition comes from 
St. Patrick who brought the 
faith to those who had ill-treat- 
ed him. 

In their day the Normans, 
led by the Earl of Pembroke, 
including many Fitzgeralds and 
many Barrys, were reckoned 
the best soldiers in Europe. 
There are those who would 
reckon the Legionaries of Mary 
the best soldiers of our day. 


+ + 
+ * 
¢ + 
Thanksgiving 


Oh, what a place of pilgrimage has each one of us in his 
own breast, after having received into it there, the body of 
Jesus, and harbored it there, triumphant and glorious, full of 
energy and life, animated by that divine soul that has only 
thoughts of peace and salvation for us. — Cardinal Wiseman. 
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JOSEPH H. O’NEILL 


LE we could only have a 
quiet Mass.” 


It was not an elderly, retired 
couple who expressed them- 
selves in this way. Rather it was 
a young American and his wife 
who had been spending some 
months in a certain European 
country. In their particular area 
they had no choice of Mass — 
vocal participation prevailed. 


I write as one who favors 
sound liturgical progress. It was 
my good fortune to attend a 
seminary where the name of 
Dom Virgil Michel was held in 
benediction. We had a Liturgi- 
cal Society which met regularly 
and discussed basic problems of 
public worship. The daily dia- 
logue Mass was part of our pro- 
gramme. And as in other sem- 
inaries there was considerable 
training in Gregorian Chant. 


It was during these formative 
years that I became an avid 
reader of Orate Fratres, which 
the Benedictines of Saint John’s 
Abbey have since named Wor- 
ship. Recent liturgical develop- 
ments, then, have not appeared 
as some ‘new fangled notions” 
to change my outlook. Rather 
have they served to stimulate 


A frequent contributor to these 
pages, Father O’Neill is pastor of 
St. Joseph’s Church, Beaverton, 
Ontario. 
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my efforts to promote liturgical 
piety. 

However, I think one should 
favor a festina-lente approach 
to the question. I can only re- 
gard the holus-bolus efforts. of 
some clerics to vocalize the 
faithful as doing more harm 
than good. This ‘“‘bull in a china 
shop” approach to the problem 
is well suited to produce the 
eventual “It won’t work here — 
we tried it’ reaction. 


But this is the very thing we 
want to avoid — this giving up 
because the overnight effort 
failed. The fault lies in the fact 
that far too many priests are ap- 
parently prone to regard parti- 
cipation as being synonymous 
with vocal efforts — whereas 
the use of the voice is something 
merely external. 


- Participation is first and fore- 
most interior — so mental at- 
tention and the moving of the 
heart is involved. Both priest 
and people share in the Mass by 
this union of minds and hearts 
with Christ the High Priest. And 
the crown of participation is 
sacramental — the receiving of 
Christ in Communion. Now our 
priests have not been neglect- 
ful in encouraging souls to ap- 
proach the altar rail frequently 
— results speak for themselves. 


And they have given sermons 
on the Mass, as well as utilizing 
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= catechism techniques to explain 
' it to the children. The use of the 


}) Missal has been encouraged, and 


numerous parishes even provide 
leaflet copies of the Mass of the 
/ Sunday. The inexpensive price 
» of Sunday Missals has resulted 
in their being used by a large 
number of the faithful. Nor has 
the teaching on the Mystical 
' Body doctrine been neglected; 
| and the same is true for the 
' sacramental system. Not only 
priests, but Brothers, Sisters 
and lay teachers have done their 
7 share to develop a liturgical out- 
» look. 


The ‘Silent Pews’ 


However, it seems to me that 
only harm can result to liturgi- 
cal development by certain zeal- 
ous ones who imagine that they 
are leaders of the movement. I 
_ refer here to those who have 
) over-harped about the “silent 
pews.” They give the obvious 
impression that there is no place 
for the quiet Mass. One gathers 
that with concentrated training 
in childhood they imagine that 
coming generations will auto- 
matically prefer the vocalized 
Mass. I think that this is wish- 
ful thinking. I don’t believe that 
it is a manifestation of a sound 
Liturgical outlook. Children can 
get weary of recitation by rote 
— areal danger in community 
Masses. 


I am sure everyone will agree 
that Germany has taken a lead 
in promoting a fuller Liturgical 
life. The monastery of Maria 
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Laach, and names like Pius 
Parsch come to mind here — his 
“Year of Grace” series is be- 
coming more and more popular 
among us. It is used for medita- 
tion as well as a source for 
preaching. Yet in the recent 
Eucharistic Congress in Ger- 
many the quiet Mass occupied 
its rightful place as one of the 
types that might be chosen by 
the faithful. 


As one writer put it: ‘The 
various forms of celebrating 
Holy Mass which have develop- 
ed with the approval of the 
Church were demonstrated at 
the Congress in the best possi- 
ble way.” Then he gives his list, 
which besides the silent and 
Dialogue Masses, includes the 
“Bet - Sing - Messe,” three 
kinds of High Masses, namely, 
those with German hymns, with 
polyphonic Latin hymns, and 
with Plain Chant. 

A German priest told me that 
some of the bishops have urged 
their pastors to provide silent 
Masses along with the variety of 
vocalized ones — thus permit- 
ting a soul to meditate quietly 
on the august Sacrifice being 
enacted on the altar, if he should 
so desire. He went on to say that 
it is part of the makeup of most 
Germans to wish to vocalize to- 
gether. Especially do they like 
to sing. “They would sing 
throughout the Mass if you let 
them,” he said. And he describ- 
ed their participation in a Dia- 
logue Mass as one in which the 
clarity and precision stood out— 
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German traits coming to the 
fore. So while a few of them 
might prefer a quiet Mass, yet 
the community types are obvi- 
ously favored. 


Each Country Different 


I think that we are being un- 
duly optimistic if we imagine 
that vocalized efforts are going 
to catch on everywhere as they 
have in Germany. But in Amer- 
ica is it not fitting to take stock 
of what has already been done 
over the years to promote li- 
turgical interest? Then one will 
not become too dispirited if his 
efforts to get the congregation 
to recite the Latin are not alto- 
gether successful. 


What I think we are liable to 
overlook is that a Decree, such 
as this recent one on the Litur- 
gy, is written with the world 
picture in mind. For example, 
there are numerous churches in 
Europe of cathedral-like pro- 
portions, with the altar set away 
back from the people. Many of 
them lack pews — a great help 
towards unification. Nor is 
reverence promoted by a con- 
gregation that must. stand 
around or kneel on the floor. (I 
am not unmindful of the fact 
that chairs can be rented.) Ac- 
tually, however, it is more often 
true that people in these large 
bare structures cluster around 
side altars where Mass is being 
celebrated. Thus there is a de- 
emphasis of the main altar. It is 
here that vocal participation 
fills a real need. Having them 
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reciting or singing together 
serves to unite them in a body. 

Now I realize that there are 
other European churches — in- 
cluding those built in recent 
times — that do have pews, and 
have the altar closer to the peo- 
ple. But I am trying to indicate 
here that there are some places 
where vocalized participation 
meets a greater need. Walk into 
an average parish in America on 
a Sunday and what do you see? 
First you are usually edified by 
the sense of reverence of the 
congregation. They realize that 
they are in the Presence of God 
and act accordingly. There is an 
altar fairly close to the people 
in most cases — and there are 
pews. If someone has written on 
the psychological importance of 
pews as a help in attending 
Mass devoutly, I would be very 
glad to know about it. 

As I mentioned, the use of the 
Missal has been so promoted 
that it is now in the hands of 
large numbers of the faithful. 
Others use a prayerbook con- 
taining general Mass prayers — 
certainly more has to be done 
here to get the people to employ 
a suitable book. But I am at- 
tempting now to assess the fav- 
orable side of Mass attendance 
in America. 

American Generosity 

There is the matter of giving 
— not only at the Offertory, but 
at other times as well. Our peo- 
ple are accustomed to this. And 
many are most generous. When 
one discusses participation, the 
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question of donating has to be 
considered. Of course, if the 
men are not out to Mass, I don’t 
suppose one can expect much 
from women and children by 
way of donations. And it is a sad 
fact that there are numerous 
countries where the majority of 
men simply don’t bother attend- 
ing. Thank God, it is customary 
for our men to go to Mass in 
America. 


The beautiful sight of parents 
and their children kneeling to- 
gether in a pew, using their Mis- 
sals or prayerbooks, making a 
family offering, and receiving 
family Communion is a familiar 
scene in our churches. It is not 
unique in America, true. But 
one must not imagine that it is 
worldwide. I am not forgetting 
here countries like Holland and 
Ireland — such places stand out 
as possessing exemplary Catho- 
lics. But there are many other 
lands that require more spiritual 
vigor — to put it mildly. And to 
enliven the Sacred ceremonies 
— especially the Mass — with 
greater participation of a vo- 
calized nature could be very 
beneficial. Singing or reciting 
together can develop this sense 
of sharing in the Mass. Of 
course, anything within reason 
ought to be tried in these places 
to get the people — especially 
the men — out to church. 

I am trying to show that in 
America we ought to be grate- 
ful for what we already have by 
way of participation — attend- 
ing to what is going on with 
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reverence; with sacrificial giv- 
ing; and the receiving of Holy 
Communion. How can anyone 
claim that our people are inac- 
tive at Mass because they are 
not a vocal crowd? 

Meditation Is Vital 

It is faulty thinking to imag- 
ine that the Liturgical Move- 
ment hinges on the matter of 
vocal participation — some give 
the impression that it does. It 
would seem as though they have 
it in mind that quiet Masses will 
eventually be eliminated in our 
churches. I think it can be said 
that numerous souls will always 
want to attend the Holy Sacri- 
fice in a meditative setting. Why 
should they be denied this op- 
portunity? 

That is why parishes that pro- 
vide a choice of Mass types are 
to be commended. While inter- 
ested in Liturgical progress, 
they endeavor to fill the needs 
of everyone. Again, the mere 
fact that a pastor is able to state 
that he has the community Mass 
in his parish means very little. 
How well is it carried out? — 
this is what counts. Scattered, 
uneven, mumbled responses — 
an untrained, leaderless effort 
— only bring discredit on the 
laudable encouragement of vo- 
cal participation. If it peters out 
in a parish, what kind of an im- 
pression is created if one tries to 
revive it again? One can at- 
tempt too much, too soon. This 
is what I feel is being done in 
some places. 

Those, however, who are pos- 
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sessed with some understanding 
of the great importance of de- 
veloping liturgically minded 
people will dispose them to this 
movement in a well-balanced 
manner. A fuller concept of the 
Mystical Body, the Sacramental 
system — getting them to “live 
the Mass” in daily life — this 
should be the main concern. The 
“bursting forth” of the congre- 
gation in recitation or song will 
emerge as a result of sound 


training — and it is to be hoped 
that it will have a potential for 
enduring. So “fly by night ef- 
forts’? should be discouraged. 

Yet the silent Mass will still 
have its appeal for some souls. 
They feel the need of those si- 
lent moments in which to com- 
mune with their God. The quiet 
Mass provides this opportunity. 
I should like to emphasize, then, 
that the type of Mass should be 
a matter of choice. 


+ + + 


Blessed Lawrence Humphrey, Layman 


Born and brought up as a Protestant, he studied the books 
of his religion earnestly, and at the age of 18 considered him- 
self a master on controversy and was very anxious to dispute 
with some Catholic priest. Father Stanney was applied to, and 
appointed a place and date for the conference. Having first 
preached on the Real Presence, for the day was within the oc- 
tave of Corpus Christi he saw Humphrey in private and in short 
time reconciled him. to the Church. 

Though his life had been blameless before the world, he was 
now filled with contrition for his past sins, and an ardent de- 
sire to spread that faith which he had so strongly opposed. He 
visited the Catholic prisoners, catechized the ignorant, and pre- 
pared schismatics for their conversion. Falling grievously ill he 
said in the height of fever that the Queen was a heretic, and for 
this he was imprisoned in Winchester jail and sentenced to 
death at the age of 21. On mounting the ladder he made the 
sign of the cross on the rounds and was mocked by the hang- 
man for so doing. Humphrey smiled in return, and the hang- 
man, furious, boxed his ear. The martyr meekly replied, “Why 
do you treat me thus? I never gave you cause.” He suffered at 
Winchester, 1591 by order of Good Queen Bess — hanged, 


drawn and quartered. 
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Adjusting to the changes 


BREVIARY AND MISSAL 
PERPLEXITIES 


1) Are the antiphons at Lit- 
tle Hours to be doubled accord- 
ing to the new regulations? Not 
all are agreed about this in our 
area. 


According to the Motu Pro- 
prio of Pope John XXIII, all 
antiphons are doubled; namely, 
the antiphon must be said com- 
pletely before and after the 
psalm. This applies to all psalms 
at all hours as well as to the an- 
tiphon before and after the can- 
ticles. 


2) On Sunday before the 
High Mass we have the Asper- 
ges. Does this justify the omis- 
sion of the prayers at the foot 
of the altar when Mass begins? 
Does this constitute a sufficient 
procession to warrant the omis- 
sion of theseintroductory 
prayers? 

Number 424 of the New Ru- 
brics states that the Psalm, 
Judica me, Deus with subse- 
quent verses and prayers, Aufer 
a nobis and Oramus te, Domine 
are omitted in: 

a) the Mass of. the feast of 
the Purification of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary which follows the 
blessing of the candles and pro- 
cession; 

b) the Mass of Ash Wednes- 
day which is said after the 
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blessing and the imposition of 
ashes; 

c) the Mass of the second 
Sunday of the Passion or Palm 
Sunday which follows the bless- 
ing of the branches and the pro- 
cession; 

d) the Mass of the Easter 
Vigil; 

e) the Mass of the Rogations 
which follows the procession of 
the greater or lesser Litanies; 

f) certain Masses which fol- 
low certain consecrations in ac- 
cordance with the rubrics Y the 
Roman Pontifical. 

3) At the dialogue Mass in 
our parish, one of the priests 
acts as lector and reads the 
epistle. Does the celebrant of 
the Mass remain in silence at 
the missal or does he also recite 
the epistle? 

The instructions direct that in 
sung Masses everything sung or 
read by the deacon or subdeacon 
or a lector in virtue of his own 
office is omitted by the cele- 
brant. Nothing is remarked 
about such an omission during 
a dialogue Mass. 

4) In the distribution of Holy 
Communion does the celebrant 
genuflect. after he opens the 
tabernacle and again after he 
has removed the veil and cover 
of the ciborium and before he 
recites the prayer, Ecce Agnus 
Dei, etc.? 
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Yes, he genuflects as our in- 
quirer has indicated. Some 
priests are under the impression 
that it is not necessary to genu- 
flect after the removal of the 
ciborium veil and cover. 


MISSAE PRO POPULO 


There seems to be general 
confusion among the priests in 
our area about what days are 
designated for the Missa pro 
populo. There are some changes, 
I know, but would you kindly 
publish a complete list for ws? 


Listed below is the latest and 
most correct listing of this obli- 
gation. 


All Sundays and Holy Days 
of Obligation. 

The titular feast of each par- 
ish church. 

Jan. 5—Epiphany 

Feb. 2—Purification 

Feb. 24—St. Mathias 


Mar. 19—St. Joseph 

Mar. 25—Annunciation 
Apr. 25—St. Mark 

May 1—St. Joseph, Worker 


May 11—SS. Philip and 
James 

June 1—Corpus Christi 
June 9—Sacred Heart 

June 24—St. John the Baptist 
June 29—SS. Peter and Paul 
July 1—Precious Blood 

July 25—St. James 

Aug. 24—St. Bartholomew 
Sept. 8—Nativity of BVM 
Sept. 21—St. Matthew 

Sept. 29—St. Michael 

Oct. 18—St. Luke 

Oct. 28-—SS. Simon and Jude 
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Nov. 30—St. Andrew 
Dec. 21—St. Thomas 
Dec. 27-—St. John 


Additions: 

The following days now carry 
the obligation of the Mass for 
the People: 


Apr. 25—St. Mark 

May 1—St. Joseph, Worker 
Feast of the Sacred Heart 
July 1—Precious Blood 

Oct. 18—St. Luke 

Titular feast in each parish. 


Omissions: 


The following days no longer 
carry the obligation of the Mass 
for the People: 


Feria II after Easter 

Feria III after Easter 

Feria II after Pentecost 
Feria III after Pentecost 
May 3—Finding of Holy Cross 
July 26—St. Anne 

Aug. 10—St. Lawrence 

Dec. 26—St. Stephen 

Dec. 28—Holy Innocents 
Dec. 31—St. Sylvester 


New Rusrics AGAIN 
According to the new Code 
of Rubrics (507-510) is it per- 
missible at a Solemn Mass, be- 
cause the students of the sem- 
inary and the officers of the 
Mass enter the sanctuary in pro- 
cession and leave in procession, 
to close the Mass with Bene- 
dicamus Domino and omit the 

blessing and last gospel? 


We are not allowed to take 
such liberties. Furthermore, we 
are told specifically when the 
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Benedicamus Domino is omitted. 
It seems to us that the new ru- 
brics envision a procession in 
connection with a particular 
liturgical function, like the cere- 
monies of Ash Wednesday and 
the Purification. We cannot go 
along with our inquirer’s pro- 
posal. 


HoLy WEEK PROBLEMS 


1) I am chaplain at a state 
institution and am anxious to 
have the complete Holy Thurs- 
day ceremony. Since the sched- 


' ule that must be followed is 


rather rigid, I wonder if it is 
possible to begin the Mass be- 
fore the prescribed hour of four. 


The law is very clear and spe- 
cifies that the Evening Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper must take 
place between the hours of four 
and nine P.M. A special indult 
is required to begin earlier. 


2) Is it correct after the Cross 
has been unveiled until the be- 
ginning of the Easter Vigil that 
all genuflect before the Cross 
on the main altar? 


We are of the impression that 
all should make a simple genu- 
flection. We base this opinion 
on the remark made by Father 
J. B. O’Connell in concluding 
his ceremony remarks for Good 
Friday: 

“From the unveiling of the 
cross on Good Friday to Vespers 
of Holy Saturday (inclusive) it 
is saluted by all with a genu- 
flection in actu functionis.” 

The laity are instructed to 
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follow the priest or choir and so 
a genuflection seems in order. 

3) What is proper at the Re- 
pository Altar on Good Friday? 
Our Repository is not in the 
chapel building. What I am par- 
ticularly interested in is 

a) the number of candles; 

b) the flowers, if any; 

c) adoration: how many per- 
sons should be there? 

Theinstruction for Holy 
Week directs that the public ad- 
oration go on at the altar of re- 
position at least until midnight. 
In most places it has been cus- 
tomary to terminate the public 
adoration at that hour. During 
the remainder of the night it 
suffices to have one lamp burn- 
ing there. If there is adoration 
during the next day (Good Fri- 
day), Father J. B. O’Connell, 
referring to the Sacred Congre- 
gation of Rites, states that there 
should be fewer candles burn- 
ing than on the previous day. 
Likewise, since the commemora- 
tion of the Passion has begun, 
the same author says all flowers 
should be removed. Nothing is 
said about the presence of 
adorers, much less the number 
required. Father McManus in a 
footnote (Rites of Holy Week) 
states that ‘‘no change or lessen- 
ing in the decoration of the 
place of reposition is made on 
Good Friday.” The original de- 
cree effecting the change in 
Holy Week spoke of the severi- 
ty which was proper for this pe- 
riod. Emphasis was placed on 
the spirit of restraint and that 
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there should be great simplicity 
rather than ostentation and vul- 
gar display. 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

I am alone at my parish. On 
Ash Wednesday may I adminis- 
ter ashes to myself? Being in a 
rural area many of my people 
are not able to attend church 
on Ash Wednesday. Is it permit- 
ted to impose ashes at Mass on 
the following Sunday? 

Since there is no other priest 
present, the celebrant after fin- 


ishing the prayers and blessing 
of the ashes comes to the center 
of the altar, faces the altar, and 
imposes the ashes on the crown 
of his head. The usual prayer 
does not accompany this cere- 
mony. 


If the ashes were blessed and 
imposed on Ash Wednesday ac- 
cording to the regular cere- 
mony, they may be imposed 
again on the faithful either aft- 
er Mass or apart from Mass on 
the First Sunday of Lent. 
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How He Got On 


It was somewhere in the Diocese of Clogher I heard the 
story of the old tramp who sidled up to a group of men 
standing near the parish church door one fine Sunday morning 
and begged “a few coppers.” 


One of the men pointed to a priest, who was bustling about 
the church precincts. “Ask the parish priest over there,” he 
said. ‘““He’s a dacent man and never fear, he’ll give ye some- 
thing.” 

The tramp promptly took the hint and soon he and the 
P.P. were deep in conversation. But it was obvious that the 
priest was doing most of the talking. Then a surprised, pained 
look was seen to steal over the tramp’s face. He fumbled in 
his ragged pockets, saluted, was saluted in turn, and then 
rejoined the group. 

“Well, how did ye get on?” asked one. 


“Get on, is it?” The tramp grinned sheepishly: “Sure I gev 
him _half-a-dollar for the new church.” — Quentin Quinn in 
The Irish Digest. 
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Concerning matrimony 


cera you advise me with re- 

gard to the admitting of the 
mentally retarded to marriage? 
What authority does the state 
have with regard to such mar- 
riages? 


‘Among the matrimonial im- 
pediments may be considered 
that of insanity, although strict- 
ly regarded the lack of rea- 
son as an obstacle to marriage is 
based on a defect of consent and 
may therefore be termed an 
impediment only in a broad 
sense. The civil legislation var- 
ies among the different states, 
but by the common law insani- 
ty is regarded as an impedi- 
ment that renders marriage ab- 
solutely void. To that extent the 
civil law is, in a general way, 
in harmony with the canonical 
provisions on the matter. The 
Code, however, does not con- 
tain a specific canon in relation 
to insanity. The principle gov- 
erning such cases is: ‘‘Marriage 
is constituted by the legitimate- 
ly manifested consent of per- 
sons who are ably by law to 
marry; and this consent cannot 
be supplied by any human pow- 
er.” 


Now, it is recognized that one 
of the obstacles to valid con- 
sent is insanity. But to be an 
obstacle in the sense of a diri- 
ment impediment the insanity 
must at the moment of the cele- 
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bration of the marriage be such 
as to leave the contracting par- 
ty without a sufficient use of 
reason for the understanding of 
the substance of marriage. 
Hence, considered purely from 
the viewpoint of its absolute in- 
validating effect, it does not 
matter whether the insanity is 
habitual or temporary, total or 
partial; what is important is 
whether the party was deprived 
of the sufficient use of reason 
at the very moment of marriage. 


Certainly, however, from the 
practical point of view atten- 
tion must be given to these ele- 
ments of permanence and ex- 
tent, for in relation to the ha- 
bitually insane the presump- 
tion is against a lucid interval, 
whereas, if the lack of reason is 
not continuous, marriage con- 
tracted at a supposed lucid in- 
terval would enjoy the favor of 
the law. The exact influence of 
the mental disability upon the 
human act requisite in the ac- 
tual contracting of marriage 
must be determined in particu- 
lar cases. To aid in this deter- 
mination canonists have elab- 
orated certain general principles 
regarding various states of in- 
sanity and their effects on the 
judgment and freedom which 
are essential to the very nature 
of the matrimonial contract. 

The Church, of course, does 
not encourage marriage on the 
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_ part of a person afflicted with 
a mental disability, but she in- 
sists that the right to marry 
which such a person has from 
the natural law cannot be de- 
nied him absolutely; and if he 
contracts marriage at a moment 
when he is capable of giving 
valid consent his marriage must 
be recognized as valid. 


Therefore, only those persons 
who are so devoid of the use of 
reason, either habitually or ac- 
tually (at the time of entering 
into the marital contract), that 
they have no understanding of 
the substance of the marriage 
contract, can be said to be in- 
capacitated by the natural law 
itself for the contracting of mar- 
riage. These fundamental con- 
cepts one must bear in mind in 
order rightly to evaluate the 
civil prescription in regard to 
insanity as an impediment to 
marriage. 

The state, as has already been 
noted, is competent to legislate 
for the unbaptized in such mat- 
ters, and as long as her laws do 
not go contrary to the norm of 
the natural law they are valid 
for and binding on the unbap- 
tized. But the tendency in civil 
jurisprudence seems to be in the 
direction of widening the scope 
of this impediment in such a 
way as to forbid marriage to the 
feeble-minded, and that only 
for purely eugenic reasons, i.e., 
to prevent the generation of 
feeble-minded offspring. To 
this end marriage is either for- 
bidden to such persons absolute- 
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ly, or it is allowed them only if 
they first undergo an operation 
for sterilization. Regulations of 
such a kind obviously militate 
against the natural law itself, 
and certainly cannot find legiti- 
mate sanction. 

Civil legislation in regard to 
insanity has followed a false 
course ih another direction by 
providing that a civil divorce 
may be obtained on the ground 
of insanity—whether it existed 
at the time of the marriage or 
whether it developed at a later 
date. If the party was really in- 
sane at the time of the marriage, 
there could have been no bond 
to be ‘“‘dissolved”’ by divorce; if 
the insanity developed later, it 
has no effect on the matrimonial 
contract itself — which, at all 
events, the State has no power 
to dissolve. 


(“Competence of Church and 
State Over Marriage,” Gold- 
smith) 


CONDITIONAL CONSENT 


A very common complaint 
among people whose marriages 
have been unsuccessful is that 
one or the other of the parties 
placed a condition not to have 
children and so they try to have 
the marriage declared invalid. I 
know that an intention against 
the primary purpose of mar- 
riage can invalidate the mar- 
riage, but it seems that most 
of these cases are unsuccessful 
when brought to trial. Why is 
this so? 

It is rare that a positive in- 
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% tention contrary to the boon of 
offspring is expressed clearly 
‘enough to indicate, in the ex- 
ternal forum, that the party 
‘who expressed the intention in- 
= tended to exclude the marriage 
4 right or reject the essential ob- 
ligation with regard to the boon 
»of offspring. If such an inten- 
tion is expressed as a true con- 
dition, however, and the condi- 
‘tion involves something which, 
© objectively considered, is in- 
compatible with the essence of 
} marriage, it is apparent not 
© only that the party who placed 
i the condition did not intend to 
« contract a true marriage, but 
?} also that he or she could not 
have intended to contract a true 
/ marriage. When the consent of 
+ the parties is vitiated, inasmuch 
© as the obiect of their consent in- 
i) cludes something which is in- 
© compatible with the essence of 
t marriage, their consent can not 
| give rise to the true marriage 
} union, as established by Christ. 
| Hence when there is evidence 
{ that one of the contracting par- 
) 
q 
} 
a 


) ties has placed a true condition 
‘contrary to the boon of off- 
) spring, it is less difficult to es- 
' tablish the invalidity of the 
{ marriage in the external forum. 


| To say that a condition in- 
/ validates a marriage only if it 
} is placed as a true condition is 
} equivalent to saying that it must 
be placed as a condition apart 
from which consent would not 
have been given (conditio sine 
qua non). The mere fact that 
the contracting parties intend, 
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by a positive act of the will, to 
exclude what pertains to the 
essence of marriage is sufficient 
to invalidate the marriage. 


In actual cases, however, it is 
necessary to establish that the 
intention entered into the mar- 
riage contract itself. The best 
means of establishing this fact 
is to investigate whether the 
parties expressed such an in- 
tention as acondition, and 
whether they would have con- 
sented to the marriage apart 
from such a condition. In other 
words, the best means of verify- 
ing that the parties actually 
harbored a positive intention of 
excluding one of the essential 
obligations of marriage is to 
seek evidence that the parties 
were determined to withhold 
consent to the marriage alto- 
gether, rather than accept, for 
example, the essential obligation 
with reference to the procrea- 
tion of offspring. 

It seems, therefore, that the 
only conditions which can be 
accepted in the external forum 
as true conditions are those 
which are known as sine qua 
non conditions. For it is only 
such a type of condition which 
furnishes convincing evidence 
in the external forum that the 
intention to exclude one of the 
essential obligations of marriage 
prevailed over the externally 
expressed intention to contract 
marriage. 

(“The Marriage Contract and 
the Procreation of Offspring,” 
Griese) 
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Problems in Theology, Vol. II 
by John McCarthy, D.D. 


Newman, Westminster, Md. 
1960, pp. 588, $7.50 


HIS welcome volume is a 

sequel to John Canon Mc- 
Carthy’s earlier volume on the 
Sacraments. Once again this is a 
series of questions and answers 
as they originally appeared in the 
Irish Ecclesiastical Record. 


The bulk of this work is con- 
cerned with the commandments 
and the precepts of the Church. 
At the beginning is a short sec- 
tion on Human Acts. Several dog- 
matico-moral questions are treat- 
ed at the end. 

Since this book consists of ques- 
tions and answers organized ac- 
cording to subject matter, it has 
all the strength’ and weakness of 
such a work. That is, only ques- 
tions which were submitted to the 
IER are treated. Those treated 
however are frequently of great 
interest and practical pastoral 
value. 

As in his first volume, Canon 
McCarthy elaborates his replies 
with admirable wisdom and deep 
scholarship. He draws heavily 
from all standard authors, from 
ecclesiastical law, and from re- 
cent Roman documents. Although 
the answers are of moderate 
length, the reader feels he has 
read an exhaustive treatment on 
each subject. 

Several questions, of course, are 
applicable to Ireland alone. But 
even these gems, wrapped in all 
the mystery of that rain-wrapped 
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isle, afford delightful evening 
reading for the weary cleric. For 
example, we meet: “Does custom 
in Ireland allow the saving of hay 
on Sunday? Is ‘rabbiting’ forbid- 
den on Sunday? Are English 
Catholics temporarily resident in 
Ireland bound to observe St. Pat- 
rick’s Day?” 

But these are rare, and as we 
said even these are not without 
interest. The bulk of this work 
is of universal application and 
vital import. Some virgin timber, 
unexplored in dusty rectory text- 
books, is discussed; for example, 
the morality of the hydrogen 
bomb. 

Old problems are handled with 
a valuable mixture of traditional 
principles and the latest thought 
and discovery. This book is an ex- 
cellent review of the old problems 
and a chance to learn the latest 
teaching which has built upon the 
old. To list even a few of them 
here would be to list questions 
that every priest encounters in 
his pastoral work. 

Perhaps the author nods for a 
moment when he discusses the 
liceity of vaginal lotion after 
copula among the married. He 
states that, even with the inten- 
tion to avoid danger of contagion, 
all theologians consent that the 
use of such lotions immediately 
after intercourse is illicit. In a 
footnote to this sweeping state- 
ment he cites only Noldin. Thirty 
pages later he discusses the same 
subject and’ holds the same posi- 
tion, this time fortifying Noldin 
with Merkelbach, Davis, and Cap- 
pello. But he admits that DeSmet 
holds a more benign opinion. 
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This excellent volume also oc- 
casions a question still disputed 
among moralists, namely, whether 
Latin should be used when dis- 
cussing matters de sexto. Canon 
McCarthy opts for Latin. This re- 
viewer is not certain the Latin is 
necessary, but obviously men 
with the stature and wisdom of 
McCarthy and Davis have their 
reasons. 


Both McCarthy volumes are re- 
commended for the rectory and 
library. Attention of the publish- 
ers, however, should be called 
to the lofty price of this book. 
Many curates find $7.50 a lot of 
money for a book. Publishers 
should try to keep their prices 
down, even in this age of deficit 
financing, to enable as many 
priests as possible to own such 
books as the one here reviewed. 
— Edward P. Echlin, S.J., West 
Baden College, West Baden 
Springs, Indiana. 


That They May Share 


by Alfred C. Longley and 
Frederick R. McManus, J.C.D. 


Benziger, New York, 1960 
PP. xvii - 269, $9.50 


5] ee average American priest, in 

reading the 1956 Instruction of 
the Sacred Congregation of Rites 
on popular participation in the 
liturgy, was particularly struck by 
the section devoted to the “com- 
mentator” and his role in Catholic 
worship. If the priest turned to 
his book of ceremonies, he could 
find much about acolytes, thuri- 
fers, and pluvialists. But not a 
word about a “commentator”! Few 
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priests had heard of such a func- 
tionary before; still fewer had 
seen one in action, liturgically. 


Yet there was the clear state- 
ment of the Holy See: “The ac- 
tive participation of the faithful, 
especially at Holy Mass and some 
more complex liturgical functions, 
can be more easily accomplished 
with the use of a ‘commentator’ ” 
(NCWC translation, para. 96). It is 
to help American priests make ef- 
fective use of the “commentator” 
that two experts in pastoral liturgy 
have compiled this volume. 

While the bulk of the work is 
devoted to the Mass commentaries, 
ready for use in the pulpit or at a 
lectern, the Introduction by Fa- 
ther McManus is far more import- 
ant than its length might indicate. 
The learned canonist (who is also 
President of the North American 
Liturgical Conference and consult- 
or to the Congregation of Rites) 
outlines the nature and qualities of 
the commentary and the commen- 
tator, the adjustments to be made 
by the celebrant, and other pertin- 
ent questions. He emphasizes the 
essence of the commentator’s role: 
to encourage and facilitate the ac- 
tive, intelligent participation of 
the whole congregation in the 
liturgy. His assignment is to ex- 
plain the sacred rites, introduce 
the scriptural readings and pro- 
vide capsule summaries of the 
prayers the celebrant is about to 
offer to God on behalf of the 
whole Church. He may also direct 
the vocal and sung participation 
of the faithful. 


A ‘Bridge’ 

But in all this, the commenta- 
tor’s exhortations and explanations 
must be brief, concise and simple. 
They may not obscure the liturgi- 
cal action nor may they distract 
attention from it. They must serve 
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as a bridge, not a wall, between 
celebrant and congregation. 


To achieve this goal, the Holy 
See insists that the commentary 
must be fully written out before- 
hand. For those pastors who might 
be discouraged by this require- 
ment, Father Longley offers a wel- 
come solution in his complete set 
of commentaries for all Sundays 
and major feasts of the year as 
well as the weekdays of Lent, the 
Ember days, and the Requiem and 
Nuptial Masses. These texts are 
based on years of practical ex- 
perience in the author’s suburban 
parish near Minneapolis and have 
been successful in drawing his 
people into a deeper appreciation 
and love of the Mass. 


The key to their success is ap- 
parent in the commentaries: they 
are precise and easily understood. 
Each comment is limited to one or 
two sentences, which can be read 
in a half minute or less. But what 
an important half minute each can 
be if read by a properly trained 
cleric or layman! It can mean the 
difference between a congregation 
praying its Mass with the priests 
and a group merely attending Mass 
as silent and detached spectators. 


The book itself is designed to be 
used at the lectern by the com- 
mentator. All the comments are 
printed for each Mass. The print- 
ing is large and clear for public 
reading purposes, with the com- 
mentator’s “rubrics” (for either 
High or Low Mass) in bold print. 
The five comments which may be 
used to introduce the chants or 
hymns of the Mass are set off in 
boxes in each commentary; these 
provide ample space to write in 
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the name and page of the psalm or 
hymn to be sung by the people. 

There is undoubtedly much to be 
said for the constant repetition of 
certain comments (e.g., before and 
after the Canon) and stylized in- 
troductions for the orations and 
scriptural readings. Such repeti- 
tion will indelibly imprint certain 
basic and necessary concepts in 
the minds of our people. Yet it 
does seem possible to preserve this 
didactic value without sacrificing 
variety in expression and high- 
lighted ideas. 

Even without this improvement, 
this volume should receive a warm 
welcome from American priests 
who are beginning programs of 
popular participation in the Mass. 
It will make their task much easier 
and more effective. — Stanley J. 
Russell, Theological College, Wash- 
ington D.C. 


Digest of Regulations and 
Rubrics of 
Catholic Church Music 
by Robert F. Hayburn, A.M., 
F.A.G.O. 


McLaughlin & Reilly, Boston, 1960, pp. 77 


Tae general effort to emphasize 

the liturgical spirit among 
Catholics will be steered in the 
right direction by wholehearted ac- 
ceptance of directives from the | 
Holy See. To minimize these, or — 
to make the bromidic complaint | 
that the liturgy is not rubrics, is | 
to scatter zealous energies and 
otherwise useful studies of the | 
sanctifying power of the divine 
worship into a many-sided con- | 
test which will end up in a dis- 
sonant chorus of individualistic 
claims, notion, fads, and absurdi- | 
ties. 
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Everyone knows that liturgical 
vitality does not have its exclus- 
ive source in rubrics and ceremon- 


‘jal prescriptions; but the worship 
J of the faithful 
=) guidance, if not its actual stimula- 
) tion, from the paternal governing 

authority of the Church. Only by 


must receive its 


reverence for these norms shall 


+ we be acting as bodily members 


connected with a Head. The brain 


i directs the activities of the whole 


organism, directs, cohibits,  re- 
strains and controls. What would 
happen to a body if the hand, on 
its own initiative (continuing St. 


' Paul’s thinking on the matter), 


were to thrust itself into the fire; 
or the foot, out of control, were 


i to poise itself over a canyon and 


endanger the balance of all the 


§ other members at once? 


The guidance of the Holy See 
becomes all the more necessary 
when problems of coordination in 
the worship of God reach into 
the fields of individual taste and 
artistic prepossessions. It is here 
that our sacrifice of obedience will 
become all the more acceptable as 
an integral part of divine worship. 
The Church’s authority is Christ’s 
authority and the Church has the 
instinctive right to govern’ the 
faithful in the manner of worship- 
ping Almighty God. Any other no- 
tion or prineiple will lead us into 
small rebellions of private judg- 
ment, which, in their cumulative 
force, brought on the Protestant 
revolt and plunged the world into 
ever-growing religious confusion. 
It would be a reductio ad absurd- 
um to say that the Protestant refor- 
mation came about from ignoring 
a few rubrics, but no one can 
question the fact that private 


Institute of Spiritual Theology 


Tenth Summer Session 
July 10 to August 3 


Dominican House of Studies, River Forest, Illinois 


An integrated course in spiritual theology and allied sub- 
jects for the spiritual director offered to all priests and 
professed brothers by a staff of Dominican theologians. Full 
course complete in three summer sessions. Limited accom- 
modations for resident students. 


For information and prospectus write to 


FATHER JORDAN AUMANN, O.P., 
DOMINICAN HOUSE OF STUDIES 


River Forest, Ilinois. 


} April / 1961 


359 


Books in Review 


judgment in creed and code ex- 
tended itself immediately to cult, 
and that the whole tragic break- 
down came from contempt for the 
Church’s authority in smaller as 
well as greater matters. 


Most of our Catholic people in 
this country have no such attitude, 
especially when it comes to doing 
what the Church wants in public 
worship. The trouble is they don’t 
know what is required. Therefore 
we can be very generous in our 
praise of Father Hayburn for col- 
lecting in a logical way the pre- 
scriptions of the Holy See with re- 
gard to music at divine services. 
Now it is possible for the faithful 
to know what is expected of them. 


Father Hayburn has been care- 
ful to arrange the material in the 
easiest possible way for consulta- 
tion. Every rectory needs a copy 
and every choirloft should have 
one within easy reach for refer- 
ence. There you have the law. 
Spiritual advisors and good litur- 
gists may do all they wish to bring 
out the spirit of the law and show 
how the essential disposition of 
giving glory to God may be real- 
ized through obedience. They may 
go even further and show how we 
cooperate with Christ and His 
Church by a deep spirit of rever- 
ence for these authoritative —pre- 
scriptions and directives. 


Father Hayburn’s manual may 
serve as an official codification 
of music laws for each diocese, as 
it has already served the Archdi- 
ocese of San Francisco. Individu- 
al customs and local prescriptions 
may be added as a diocesan com- 
mission for church music sees fit, 
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or the bishop gives his authoriza- 
tion. Unfortunately, the booklet 
was published before the promul- 
gation of changes in the breviary 
and the missal which went. in- 
to effect on January list, 1961. 
But these may be listed in a sup-- 
plement without much trouble in- 
sofar as they apply to music. — 
John C. Selner, S.S., Catholic Uni- 
versity, Washington, D. C. 


A Priest Confesses 
by Jose Martin Descalzo 


Academy Guild Press, Fresno, Calif. 
1960, pp. 218, $3.95 


|N appearance this translation of 

the 1956 Spanish best-seller 
(Un Cura se confiesa) is easy 
reading. Margins are wide and 
there is a generous space between 
the lines. In content the book is 
amazingly different from the us- 
ual run of Catholic literature on 
the priesthood, in that it treats of 
the interior growth of a_ priest 
rather than the external trappings 
as emphasized in such books as 
The Cardinal. 


Father Descalzo takes us 
through the last year of his train- 
ing and the first few months of 
his ministry. Priests of many 
years may wonder what such a 
neophyte has to offer them, mak- 
ing the book worth their time. 
The answer is that the author of- 
fers them a spring tonic. He will 
make them re-live their own pre- 
paration to the priesthood and will 
lead them to re-evaluate their 
present ideals. Some of the more 
poetic passages of this book, re- 
dolent with stimulating imagery, 
can even lead a priest to re-dedi- 
cation of himself to sanctity — the 
true goal of us all. 
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Because of its frankness, the 
book gets right to the heart of the 
problems inherent in the priest- 
hood — the conflict between de- 
sires of the flesh and the call to 
holiness, the danger of making 
celibacy something negative rather 
than a positive way of life in it- 
self, and the agonizing frustration 
of loving one’s flock while not 
being able to reach into their 
hearts with the message Christ 
commands us to preach. 


Some of the sections in A Priest 
Confesses are so precious and 
personal that they leave impres- 
sions never to be forgotten — for 
example, the time when Father 
Descalzo, as a deacon, has a pro- 


found realization of the beauty of 
the priesthood as he watches Mass 
being offered, and leans over to 
kiss his own hands tearfully. Or 
the time when he gave the cold 
shoulder to an early acquaintance 
who stuttered, only to see the 
man weeping later in church at 
the humiliation and then disap- 
pearing before the priest could 
make amends. 

The warm personality of Father 
Descalzo and the’ perception he 
exhibits in his analyses of his 
companions indicates a man who 
really and truly wants to live as 
a priest for all eternity. The les- 
sons he suggests to the rest of us 
can hardly fail to press home. 
This book is not only a spiritual 
retreat in itself; it leads to spirit- 
ual renewal. — Donald F. X. Con- 
nolly, Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
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Currente Calamo 


Continued from page 296 


of Gabon, one Leon M’Ba, has 
served four years in prison for 
eating his mother-in-law. The same 
report also stated that a member 
of the French Senate, Biaka Boda, 
representing another African coun- 
try, was eaten by his constituents 
because he refused to supply a 
baby from his family for their 
annual ritual feast. 


Pointing to a desperate need for 
new ministers in Canada, Canon 
J. Burton Thomas of London, On- 
tario, said recently that the Angli- 
can Church in Canada needs 200 
new ministers each year, yet in 
1960 the theological colleges pro- 
vided only 95. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake’s pro- 
posal to merge four major Protest- 
ant communions in the United 
States into a united church with 
close to 20 million members has 
met with the opposition of the 
American Catholic Union, an 
Anglo-Catholic organization of 
Episcopal clergy and laity. 

Dr. Blake is stated clerk of the 
United Presbyterian Church. He 
first made his proposal in Grace 
Cathedral (Episcopal) in San 
Francisco, preceding the general 
assembly there of the National 
Council of Churches. It was im- 
mediately hailed with enthusiasm 
by Bishop James A. Pike of San 
Francisco. But the American 
Church Union, in a statement is- 
sued in New York, said that the 
proposal to unite the United 
Church of Christ, the United 
Presbyterian, the Protestant Epis- 
copal, and the Methodist Church- 
es would “lead only down a dead- 
end street.” 
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Two Pressing Problems 


> Bg writer is pastor of a Latin 
American parish of the lowest 
income bracket, if any. ; 
Re: Child marriage (Nov. 1960). 
He was 22, she was 16, coming 
from a broken family. They had 
been going steady for four years. 
They had eloped and wanted to get 
married; the parents were doing 
the talking. After the cool-off 
period of the banns they were 
married, and the very same day 
they had a fight, and to date, 
two years after, they have not 
made up. It is evident that they 
do not know what they are doing 
. .. I have heard girls of 12 or 
maybe under talking marriage... 


How to make them think? How 
to put the brakes to these sense- 
less, irresponsible marriage? 

A few Sundays later, the ser- 
mon was on the subject: new rules 
for teen-agers’ marriages. There 
are two. conditions: 

1. Parents’ consent and 

2. Proof that they can support 
themselves, a bank account of 
$400 or $500 for the pair. 

They should think twice before 
doing anything rash; eloping will 
not be an excuse for a hasty wed- 
ding. 

They should keep in mind that 
they must eat when married and 
that it costs plenty to raise a 
family. 

Before contemplating matrimony 


NAHIGIAN 
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they should put their mind and 
energy to finish high school, learn 
a trade, and start saving. 


Most of the comments from the 
adults were favorable, and slowly 
the idea is sinking in. 


Re: Children and Catechism 


There is something wrong in 
the way of teaching catechism and 
even preaching. After many in- 
structions before marriage, I am 
convinced that the majority do 
not know the meaning of life, even 
if you change the typography; 
know God, serve God, love God, 
what is that to them? 


So I dared change the tradition- 
al questions and answers and go 
about it this way. 


Who made the world? 
made you? Gop. 

Why did Gop make you? why 
are you in this world? to go to 
heaven. 

What do you need to go to hea- 
ven? be baptized, know and be- 
lieve what Gop revealed to us, and 
be without sin at the time of 
death. 

What is sin? disobey the law 
of God, the Commandments. 

I do not want to argue the point 
with theologians. Objectively I 
may be wrong, but we do know 
that the only reason for creation 
is the glory of Gop. But for many 
they are only words; who is Gop 
and what is His glory? 

But if I ask myself: where do I 
come in? what is that to me? why 
was I born? that strikes the chord 
of interest, that personal interest, 
that quest of happiness that sparks 
all human drive. Even a child can 
understand that God made him 
to be happy in heaven. The wit- 
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nesses of Jehovah know that they 
are working for the millenium. 
How many Catholics know and can 
tell that they were created to gain 
an eternity of happiness? Heaven 
is the goal, keeping the Command- 
ments the means, the way to that 
a trade, and start saving. 

Texas Pastor 


That February Cover 


ee cover of the February is- 

sue depicted the administra- 
tion of the sacrament of baptism. 
Commenting on the cover, you 
ask: “How many mistakes can you 
find? For one thing, have you ever 
tried pouring the water with your 
left hand?” 

My only comment is that some 
of us are among those not-too-rare 
individuals born with the left hand 
more accommodating and comfort- 
able in act than the right. Ordina- 
tion evidently has not altered this 
“sinister” capability. Perhaps such 
a one should be classified as “The 
Left Hand of God.” 

Sincerely, 
Robert (“Lefty”) Kocour 
Pittsburg, Kansas 


Was the priest in the cover 
picture of THE Priest left-handed 
or did the Printer’s Devil reverse 
the plate? Also, would an exper- 
ienced parish priest hold the book 
in one hand while pouring the 
water? Try it sometime and see 
what happens to the water — and 
the baby’s clothes... 

Msgr. Brennan 
Troy, N.Y. 


Either deliberately or otherwise 
you printed the picture of the bap- 
tism backwards. Take a look at the 
godfather’s coat and you will see 
that it is not buttoned as men are 
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SHIRTS 
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or Black 
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Egyptien Cotton 
@® Wash-Dry 
Ready to Wear 


2 for 5] 395 
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High Count 
Combed Cotton Broadcloth 
White — $3.90 each — 3 for $11.25 
Black — $4.75 each — 3 for $13.75 


Suits - Cassocks - Coats 
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M. H. PIERCE & CO. 


- Manufacturers of Shirts for The Clergy 
Dept. P., PORT CHESTER, N. Y. 


Put your 
organist 


right... 


Give him 


THE CATHOLIC 
CHOIRMASTER 


One year only $2.50 


SOCIETY OF ST. GREGORY 
Harristown Rd., Glen Rock, N. J. 
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wont to button a coat. Ordinarily, 
the left overlaps the right. And 
maybe his hand is under the child! 
Yours in Christ, 
Vito G. Dell’ Orto 
Bayonne, N.J. 


Apologies to Horace 


iN THE Priest, February, 1961, 
p. 90, we read “Parturiebant 
montes et natus est mus.” Why, 
why not stick to the original 
which has a real swing to the 
line: 
“Parturiunt 
ridiculus mus.” 
You changed the tense of both 
verbs, robbing the picture of its 
dramatic effect. Present tense 
makes it live. You dared to omit 
“ridiculus,” which makes the 
“mus” an object of laughter. 
Please quote the poet exactly! 
Maryland Reader 
(The editor quoted from mem- 
ory what he had not seen since 
1932. Since the action of the SRC 
was preterite, he adjusted his re- 
collection accordingly.) 


montes, nascetur 


Quite A Price! 


| had an experience lately that 

might be good for you to know 
in case any inquiries should come 
in. A few weeks ago a stranger 
came to the rectory and presented 
his card. His name was T. Zitko, 
Route 2, Reelsville, Indiana. He 
wanted me to give him a censer 
which he wanted to refinish. I gave 
him one and he returned with it 
and it looked very nice. I gave 
him some more things which he 
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did. The work seemed rather well 
done. I asked him what the in- 
dividual articles would come to in 
price. He said that they were five 
brothers and worked for $5.00 an 
hour plus material. He did quite a 
bit of work, but in the end he 
gave me an itemized bill for each 
article saying nothing about the 
hours they worked nor the cost of 
the material. I expected a bill for 
not more than $500, but I received 
one for $4,440 with 10% discount. 
I would not want to pass judg- 
ment on his work. Perhaps it was 
worth it. But he certainly left me 
in the dark as to the cost in spite 
of the fact that I asked him several 
times how much an_ individual 
article would cost. I certainly had 
not intended to spend that much 


money on refinishing the articles 
at this time. Mr. Zitko did have 
a recommendation from some 
priest. 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Amicus 


The Guilt 
of Late Coming 


2 sda og Warren T. Laroque’s 

question (THE PRIEST, Feb. 
1961) concerning the degree of 
guilt assumed by a person com- 
ing late for Mass, and yet being 
present for the three _ essential 
parts of the Mass, rests upon the 
possible implication that such a 
person would be obliged to con- 
fess this sin. He writes: 

‘Ts Fr. Marceau implying in his 
article that, if a person through 
negligence comes late for Mass but 


Invest through our 


MISSION CONTRACT 
(Annuity) 
A good way of aiding charity 


and receiving a reasonable 
INTERST FOR LIFE 


for details, write to 


REV. FATHER RALPH, Nat’! Dir. 
S.V.D. CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES 


316 N. Michigan Ave. 
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is present for the three essential 
parts of the Mass, such a one is 
guilty of mortal sin?” 

My answer is ‘‘No.” I neither 
implied nor wrote such a proposi- 
tion. Let’s take another look at 
what I did write: 

“Unless this failure (late com- 
ing) is due to a most serious 
reason, it is a matter of Confes- 
sion.” 

When I wrote that sentence, I 
took into consideration the possi- 
bility of misunderstanding. That 
is why I avoided deliberately such 
expressions as “serious matter,” 
“grave matter” or “obligatory mat- 
ter.” 

Venial sin is, I believe, a matter 
of Confession. I submit that it 
comprises the greatest portion of 
matter of Confession which a 
parish priest absolves. 

Fraternally in Xto., 
Paul F. Marceau 
Our Lady of Peace 
Canton, Ohio 


Only for Cash Customers? 


| SHOULD like to thank you very 
much for Msgr. Coyle’s essay on 
the deferral of baptism. It is excel- 


LITHOPHANE 


“Spiritually true, esthetically edifying” 
Lithophane Church window transparenc- 
ies win acclaim and gratitude of churches 
all over the globe. Any novice can easily 


lent. But he doesn’t touch on one 
point: ; 

In the past six weeks I have re- 
ceived requests from two widely 
separated, somewhat indifferent 
Catholic mothers to baptize their 
children over three months old. 


“Each had been refused by the 


local pastor because they didn’t 
have their “tickets” and were not 
contributing in their envelopes. 
A telephone call to each pastor 
brought identical replies: ‘Send 
her in again. I’ll baptize the child.” 
How do some pastors get that 
way? 
Sincerely in Xto., 
Edward M. Gallagher 
Albuquerque, N.M. 


Rosaries Needed 


HE Diocese of Juarez, Mexico, 

just across the border from El 
Paso, has a critical need for 
rosaries. There are only 40 priests 
serving 420,000 souls. These over- 
worked priests, trying to intensify 
love and devotion for Our Lady, 
are constantly hindered by a lack 
of rosaries among their poverty- 
stricken parishioners, and by their 
own inability to buy the needed 
rosaries for their poor. Undoubt- 
edly, many of these badly needed 


Sy 


bee Voges 


apply Lithophane permanently to your 
Present smooth glass inexpensively. 


Send for Free Samples, Catalog Dep’t. P-41 


I VAL CO., 5206 Tilden Ave., 
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6 rosaries have been lying around, 
% long unused, 

! Found” racks, etc., of parishes in 
® this country. 


in the “Lost and 


The Mexican Customs are diffi- 
eult to clear, so please send all 
packages in care of Sister Dolores, 
1014 N. Stanton, El Paso, Texas. 
May God reward your greatly- 


% needed charity. 


Even broken rosaries can be of 


r great use to the Church in Mexico. 


Send these to the Family Rosary 


I Headquarters, 773 Madison Ave., 
7 Albany 8, N.Y. Volunteers repair 
' the broken rosaries, and then Fr. 


Payton’ uses them for his South 
American Family Rosary Crusade. 


| Fr. Peyton’s campaign will begin 


in Mexico very shortly. 
Pok: 
Louisville, Ky. 


Vernacular Breviary 
for Diocesan Clergy 


(Editor’s note: This historic 
letter of deep interest to all priests 
in the pastoral ministry was writ- 
ten by Archbishop Sinnott of Win- 
nipeg, Canada, to Rev. Godfrey 
Diekmann, O.S.B., editor of Wor- 
ship, and is reproduced with his 
permission. ) 


‘Dixie Father Godfrey: 

In your excellent periodical 
Worship you have advocated many 
reforms that were timely and 
practical. What about the Breviary 
in the vernacular for the diocesan 
clergy and those who are not 
bound by the Office in choir? Our 
divine Lord prayed for unity in 
His Church: “ut omnes unum 
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BOOKSHOP 


Catholic books, Prayer books 
and Bibles—all languages. We 
can supply all books re- 
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Priest. Catalogs available. 


For Mail Orders: Westminster, Md. 


226 N. Liberty Street — Baltimore 1, Md. 
901 Monroe St., NE—Washington 17, D.C. 


Neat, Modern, Thro-Away 
“CHAPLAIN” 
COLLARS 
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4 dozen for $5.00 


Be neat, comfortable, and SAVE money! 
Only one style; double-ply and reversible. 
No wilting, no fraying, no hot synthetic 
look. When fresh-look fades, just throw 
collar away! Front 15¢”’ packed flat, per- 
fect for travel! If in doubt, specify shirt 
collar size. Money Back Guarantee, 

Postage prepaid in U.S.A, 

Sorry, No C.O.D. Orders! 


Westport Fibercraft Co., Westport, Conn. 
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style collars in the size circled below: 
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sint.” That unity must be preser- 
ved at all costs. But the recitation 
of the Breviary in private could 
not affect that unity. 


On the feast of the Assumption 
in 1952 I took upon myself to ad- 
dress a humble petition to His 
Holiness, Pope Pius XII, asking 
that the diocesan clergy and those 
not bound by the Office in choir 
be permitted to recite the Brev- 
iary in the vernacular. I repre- 
sented to the Holy Father that our 
clergy have not a comprehensive 
knowledge of the Latin language. 
In consequence, the Book of 
Psalms, with its rhapsody of pray- 
er, is practically a closed book to 
them. Nor does the new version of 
the psalter, for which we are 
deeply indebted to His Holiness, 
solve their difficulty. 


They recite the words, and can 
now have a surface understanding 
of their meaning; but the thoughts 
and imagery of the psalms do not 
merge into their daily thinking 
and devotion, and much less into 
their speech. We all recognize that 
this is a very sad loss. And then 
the beautiful homilies of St. Au- 
gustine, St. Gregory, St. John Chry- 
sostom and the Venerable Bede! 
These homilies could supply most 
excellent material for the Sunday 
sermons, but our clergy hardly if 
ever make any use of them. De- 
spite all efforts. Latin does not be- 
come one’s mother tongue. 

A Similar Petition 

Many years ago Archbishop 
Riordan of San Francisco addres- 
sed a similar petition to the Holy 
See. But he was alone and, con- 
sequently, nothing came of it. In 
addressing the Holy Father I knew 
I was in the same position, and I 
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am not surprised that no notice 
has been taken of my representa- 
tions. The combined petition of a 
whole hierarchy would be an en- 
tirely different matter; and we 
hope and labor to that end... 


What a glorious thing it would 
be to have the Breviary in the ver- 
nacular! It would make our clergy 
the best biblical scholars in the 
world. The whole religion of Prot- 
estants is concentrated in this one 
statement: “Read the Bible. Read 
a chapter every day.” And a great 
number of them loyally and ef- 
fectively obey this injunction. I 
have known so many Protestants 
who have told me that their last 
act before going to bed every night 
was to read a chapter of the Bible. 


And it is truly remarkable how 
well Protestants know their Bible 
and how they can quote it with 
utmost freedom. They put Catho- 
lics to shame. Even our clergy do 
not know the Sacred Word as well 
as many a Protestant layman. Is 
this deplorable condition a credit 
to us? But if our priests were to 
spend an hour a day praying and 
reading Scripture in their own 
tongue, their resultant familiarity 
with the Word of God would be a 
most powerful pastoral and apolo- 
getic tool. 

In my petition to the Holy Fa- 
ther I closed with these words: 
“To open up the Sacred Scriptures 
to our clergy would be the great- 
est benefit that could be confer- 
red upon them. And, knowing the 
Scriptures themselves, they would 
preach them more intelligently to 
the people, and at long last our 
people would obey the frequent 
injunctions of the Sovereign Pont- 
iffs, exhorting them to read God’s 
Holy Word.” 

Dear Father Godfrey, may I 
hope that this matter will com- 
mend itself to your kind conside- 
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3 ration and that you will put be- 
i hind it the full weight of your in- 
| fluential periodical. 


i 


Very devotedly yours in Xto., 
M4 Alfred A. Sinnott 


Prayer At Supper 


ANY space that you can give in 

your magazine to this important 
campaign announcement will be 
greatly appreciated. Readers of 
THE PRIEST could be a great help 
in experimenting with and promot- 
ing this new venture. 

Surely most of us do not con- 
sider 1961 as just another year. We 
realize that it can be critical and 
disastrous! 

The solutions of yestermonth and 


yesteryear have not and do not 
solve existing problems ... and 
unless and until we fine a work- 
able solution, ourselves and our 
families, our nation and our world 
will continue burdened under 
mounting problems and sufferings. 

This evident failure of others to 
lessen or wipe out existing evils is 
no reason for us to label the situa- 
tion as hopeless. In past centuries 
equally serious problems have been 
solved. For our later-day prob- 
lems, no solving solution has been 
found and effectively applied. 
Hence our Big Problem still con- 
tinues: to find a workable solution 
for the many unsolved problems— 
starting in the home. 

How tackle this “Big Problem’? 

During 1961 there is_ being 
launched a program entitled “The 
Family Plan for Solving Family 
Problems.” It could also be called 
“God’s Plan.” In fact, to succeed, it 
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needs the close cooperation of the 
one God and every family. 


The diagnosis of our Bishops in 
their annual statements of 1960 
makes more necessary this 1961 
Family Plan. Actually, the com- 
plete Family Plan includes a 9- 
point program. However, at this 
time stress is centered upon one 
point: praying briefly during ev- 
ery evening meal in every home. 

This part of the Family Plan 
Campaign will be given a hopeful 
start in all sections of the United 
States, if priests in local communi- 
ties will find and encourage in- 
dividual families to experiment 
with Evening-Meal Praying. When 
these families experience’ the 
soothing and beneficial effect re- 
sulting from this Evening-Meal 
Praying, at least some member of 
the family will explain and en- 
thusiastically suggest this Evening- 
Meal Praying to other families. 
They in turn will do the same. 
Thus, this Evening-Meal Praying 
can spread from each community; 
spread through our nation and 
through the world. But — its im- 
mediate success or failure depends 
upon you who read this letter. 

You must know or could find 
families who have the foresight 
and courage to be a crusader for 
such a noble cause. Ask them to 
join this crusade — now! 

To priests who wish to encour- 
age this Evening-Meal Praying we 
will gladly send a few free sample 
folders containing prayers, hymn, 
and directions. For requests in 
large numbers we would appreciate 
a sharing in our printing expenses. 


P. Henry Sullivan 
Holy Family League 
Holyoke, Mass. 


April / 1961 


. _ American taxpayers . r 
% personal “stake” in this legisla- 


Should Catholic and other 
private schools be ignored when 
federal funds are given for edu- 
cation? Is such discrimination 


' required under our Constitution? 
' Are the rights of the nearly 


seven million children in non- 


4 public schools and their parents 
% being usurped? 


Federal Aid to Education 


' is an immediate problem and an 


explosive issue. Congress is dl- 


§ vided .. . the Catholic hierarchy 
' and the President hold differing 


views. Catholic adults ... all 
.. have a 


tion. 


Our Sunday Visitor recent- 
ly featured a series of three 
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very informative articles on Fea- 
eral Aid to Education by Francis 
J. Brown, Ph. D., professor otf 
Economics at De Paul University. 
From the time the first articles 
appeared requests for reprints 
have reached our offices from 
parents ,educators and pastors. 


To fill these requests Our 
Sunday Visitor has reprinted the 
articles in a 24 page pamphlet en- 
titled: PARENTS’ RIGHTS AND 
FEDERAL AID. 


Catholic parents should 
have all of the facts on the pro- 
posed legislation which excludes 
children in Catholic schools. The 
facts are found in PARENTS’ 
RIGHTS AND FEDERAL AID. 


PARENTS' 
RIGHTS 


(J Please send a free copy of your new pamphlet and book 


list: Pamphlet Panorama. 


“The Presentation of the Infant Jesus 


in the Temple” ... by Carpaccio 


In ceremonies commemorating the Holy Family's journey to the temple, and the coming of Christ 
as ‘‘a light of revelation to the Gentiles,” the Church blesses its candles on Candlemas day. For months 
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